
Palm Sunday 
 
Welcome as we gather together in spirit to worship God on this Palm Sunday. 
 
Along with thousands of Christians around the world, we may still be unable to gather in our churches for 
worship. But like all challenges and changes, this gives us the opportunity to pray, worship and reflect on 
the mystery of our faith in new ways. 
 
Not being in our church buildings is a good reminder that Jesus himself never taught or prayed in a 
church. He sometimes preached in a synagogue, but mostly he spoke to people outside in market 
places, by the sea and other open places. He can, and will, speak to us as we travel with him through 
the mystery of Holy Week and into Easter. 
 
As we keep Holy Week and Easter this year, we are inviting all those who join us through our online 
worship resources to travel back spiritually with us to the time of Jesus. As we do so, we contemplate 
how Jesus who walked on this earth 2000 years ago continues to walk with us today. We also pray that 
he will bring his love and transforming grace to us and all those we pray for. 
 
During our services in Holy Week, we are inviting you, if you can do so safely, to light a candle as we 
pray together.  
 
On Palm Sunday, the people used local Palm leaves and branches to wave and lay before the Lord 
Jesus. Today, we would like to invite you, if you can, to take a small branch or stem from a plant in your 
home or garden. 
 
You may wish to stop this recording now, to give you time to collect a candle, matches or lighter and a 
small branch or stem or if you still have it a palm cross from previous years. 
 

 

Lighting of a candle 

If you have a candle with you, please light it now. 

 

Greeting 

The candle reminds us that we are in the presence of Jesus, he is with us now. 

 

We meet together in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Introduction 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing by works of love and self-

sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and resurrection. Today we worship in union with the 

Church throughout the world. On this Palm Sunday, we contemplate how Christ enters his own city to 

complete his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us in spirit go with him in faith 

and love, so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may share his risen life. 

 

Call to worship 

Come, pilgrim people. 

Come to worship the liberator and peacemaker 

who rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

Come to worship, pilgrim people. 

 

  



A gathering prayer 

As we gather, 

we bring in our hearts (and in our hands) our branches and our palms,  

our hopes and praise. 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Hosanna to the King of kings! 

Let us journey to Jerusalem to worship the king who came to save us. Amen. 

 

A prayer of confession 

Lord Jesus, you came to change the world. 

Forgive us when we become complacent, when change is difficult – and we give up. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, you came to serve, not to be served. 

Forgive us when we put ourselves and our needs before those of our brothers and sisters. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, you came to bring peace. 

Forgive us when we cause more fights, more trouble, and more wars than peace. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, you came to set the captives free. 

Forgive us when we don’t stand up for justice and freedom for our neighbours. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, you came to meet us where we are. 

Forgive us when we don’t stand with each other through the pain and struggle. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help us to change the world by serving one another, working for peace, 

standing up for justice and walking with our fellow pilgrims. 

Amen. 

 

May almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God,  
who in your tender love towards the human race  
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ  
to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross:  
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility,  
and also be made partakers of his resurrection;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
  



Bible Readings 
A reading from the Prophecy of Isaiah    (50:4-9) 
 
The servant of the LORD said: The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know 
how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens – wakens my ear to listen as 
those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 
backwards. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I 
did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who 
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear 
out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
A reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Philippians    (2:5-11) 
 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death – even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave 
him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew  

(21: 1-11) 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 
two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 
“The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 
‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put 
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, 
 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
 



When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 11 The crowds were 
saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
If you have a branch, stem of a plant or palm cross, you may like to hold it for our prayer of thanksgiving 
and short meditation. 
 
 
Address 
The last week of the life of Jesus here on earth begin with a great drama. There are crowds everywhere. 
There would have been hundreds of thousands of people in Jerusalem for the Passover. Already there is 
a plot to kill Jesus. Jesus must have known about this plan. Yet with great courage he refuses to hide 
away. 
 
Jesus was aware of the hostility and danger. He probably knew that he those who opposed him would 
try to have him killed. Despite this, he decides to make a huge public declaration by the way he entered 
Jerusalem. In this act, Jesus challenged the authorities then, as he does today. His riding into Jerusalem 
is for some an act of defiance, but it was not foolish. Matthew is the only gospel who tells us that Jesus 
mentions riding in on a donkey and a colt. We believe Matthew does this because he wanted to show 
that Jesus fulfils what the Prophet said: ‘Tell the daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ (Zechariah 9:9) 
 
It seems clear in the words of Zechariah that there is only one creature: a colt or foal of a donkey. In 
Biblical times donkeys were considered noble creatures and often used by kings to ride into a city in 
peace. Jesus therefore declares that he is arriving in the city of Jerusalem as a king, but he comes in 
peace. The people welcome Jesus as king by spreading their cloaks before him and waving palm 
branches. In the past they welcomed Jehu when he was proclaimed as king, according to 2 Kings 9 and 
likewise Simon Maccabaeus when he entered Jerusalem after a great victory. 
 
In his entry, Jesus claims to be a king and also to be the long-promised Messiah. Jesus comes in the 
name, power and presence of God. His actions would have been seen by the religious leaders and 
faithful Jews as Jesus proclaiming that he had come to cleanse the Temple, as Judas Maccabaeus had 
done 200 years before. At that time the people waved palm branches for the arrival of Judas 
Maccabaeus. 
 
The people cry out ‘Hosanna’ which means ‘save us now’ and is a cry for help. It is a direct call to their 
Saviour King for deliverance. 
 
In all of this we are reminded that the call of Jesus is not for earthly kingship, it is for the hearts of 
people. This week we, and all people, are asked again: Will we accept Jesus as the Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour? Will we let him rule in our hearts? His rule is one of peace and love, and yet many still turn 
away. Will you accept his claim and hear his call to you today? 
 
 
 
  



Prayer of Thanksgiving  based on Psalm 118 
Give thanks to the Lord, 
his steadfast love endures for ever. 
 
We celebrate Jesus, arriving in Jerusalem on a donkey, 
coming as a humble peacemaker. 
We give thanks to the Lord; 
his steadfast love endures for ever. 
 
The crowds came out to wave branches and lay down their coats, shouting ‘Hosanna, Hosanna’. 
We give thanks to the Lord; 
his steadfast love endures for ever. 
 
He came to turn the world upside down, 
to serve, not to be served. 
He came as a liberator, to set people free. 
We give thanks to the Lord; 
his steadfast love endures for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Short Meditation 
Heavenly Father, 
we have joined in the acclamation of your Son, 
echoing the words of the crowds. 
Forgive us when our praise grows silent,  
when our acclamations give way to apathy. 
Forgive us the times we ask for the wrong things 
and look only to our own wants. 
Forgive us the times when we hide from your demands, 
and want your power but not your love. 
Go with us through this coming week, 
that we may accompany you on your road to the cross 
and so, discover the joy and wonder of your resurrection. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, our King and our Saviour. Amen. 
 
 
 
  



Prayers of Intercession 
Together let us pray for all people and their needs: 
 
Lord Jesus, we pray for all who give of themselves sacrificially, 
for those whose lives are dedicated to serving others: 
parents, carers, foster carers, doctors, nurses… 
those caring for children or elderly relatives. 
Let us travel together and lighten the load. 
 
We pray for those serving in war-torn countries 
around the world: 
medics, those who work in missions, the media, 
NGOs and charities… 
who bring food, shelter and healing to those in need, 
sometimes putting their lives on the line. 
Let us travel together and lighten the load. 
 
We pray for those in our communities who need our unconditional love: 
those hurting from broken relationships, abuse, bullying, domestic violence… 
children and adults whose lives are bereft of love and hope. 
Let us travel together and lighten the load. 
 
We pray for all who are sick and in any kind of need……. 
for any who feel alone and afraid….. 
for all who live without the light and hope of the Gospel…. 
Help us to serve with faith and love all who are in need at this time. 
Let us travel together and lighten the load. 
 
We pray for all who have died……. 
for all who are bereaved…… 
for all who are approaching the time of death and departure from this world….. 
Be with them Lord, and as the crowds welcomed you into Jerusalem, 
so may your saints and angels welcome all those who you have called  
from life in this world, to life with you. 
Let us travel together and lighten the load. 
 
We pray that we might be Easter people, 
laying down our lives to serve others, 
bringing hope to hopeless situations –  
the hope of the cross and resurrection. 
Let us travel together and lighten the load. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As Jesus, who is the true vine and bread of life, has taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 



  
Final Prayers 
As we come to the end of our time of worship,  
let us continue to celebrate Christ our king, 
the liberator, the servant, 
the one who caused disturbance – 
and let us ask for the grace and strength of God to do the same. Amen. 
 
 
A personal prayer 
Let us pray together, as we say: 
 
Jesus, I journey with you today, 
as you journey with me. 
Let me go where you go.  
Let me speak your words. 
Give me the grace to bring  
your peace and your love  
into the world by all I say and do. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
May the Lord of Glory bless you and keep you. 
May the Son of David, bless you and keep you. 
May the humble King of Jerusalem, bless you and keep you 
on this day of acclamation, 
through this week of trial and execution 
and in the wonder of his resurrection. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 


