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 5 
Service 10.30am 
in all 3 churches 

12  
Service 10.30am 
in all 3 churches 

19 
Service 10.30am 
in all 3 churches 
 
 

26 
Service 10.30am 
in all 3 churches 
Café Church CTS 
4.30pm 

 Foodbanks  
CTS 11-12am  
Mon—Fri 
STM see page 9 

6 13 20  27 

 7 
 
 

Eucharist STM 
7pm 

14 Holy Cross 
Day 
 
 
Eucharist STM 
7pm 

21 St Matthew 
 
Eucharist STM 
7pm 

28  St Lioba 
 
Eucharist STM 
7pm 

1 
 
Eucharist CTS 
10am 

8 Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
 
Eucharist CTS 
10am 

15 
 
 
Eucharist CTS 
10am 

22 
 
 
Eucharist CTS 
10am 

29 St Michael 
and All Angels 

2  
 
 
Eucharist STM 
10am 

9 
 
 
Eucharist STM 
10am 

16 Cornelius 
 
 
Eucharist STM 
10am 

23 
Eucharist STM 
10am 

30 

3 
Open Table 
Cafe—CTS  -now 
serving hot 
meals  
Fridays 12 noon 
til 1pm 

10 
Celtic Eucharist 
STM 10am 

17 
 
Celtic Eucharist 
STM 10am 

24 Macmillan 
Coffee Morning 
in church 10-- 1 
 
Celtic Eucharist 
STM 10am 

 

4 St Birinus 11  18 25   

What’s going On? 
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INFORMATION 
The SUNDAY Service of Holy Eucharist is available in all 3 churches at 

10.30am, as well as one service being Livestreamed and Online on the parish 
website under ‘services’. 

Socially distanced seating is available in all churches if needed. 

For Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals—see website for forms to complete 
and contact Paul Lock on 01695 622936 or 07813 019863  

or by email at paull.uph.dal@outlook.com 

DEADLINES 

We are currently accepting email material only. This should be sent to 
jackyjolley@gmail.com or paull.uph.dal@outlook.com. 
Information and articles received after the deadline will be included in the next magazine. 

Deadline October November 

Handwritten   -  

Email 21 September 24 October 

Magazine Issue 30 September 31 October 

 Article Page 

From the Editor 4 - 5  

Church Life 6 

More on the Community Festival 7 

The Community Hub Post Office, Foodbank & Cafe 8 - 9 

Book Review 11 

Children’s Pages 12 & 13 

Tow Sides of a Coin 14&15 

Poem - Say Autumn & Leaving comes to Mind 16 

Smiles  17 

From the Diocese 19 

Learning Lessons from a Graveyard 20 

ChristSt Michael & All Angels Day 21 

Dead Sea Scrolls 30 Years on 22 

Contact information 24 

C 
o 
n 
t 
e 
n 
t 
s 



 

4                                                    Up Holland & Dalton Parish Magazine September 21 

From The Editor. 

Dear friends 

An apology for the lateness of the September magazine, although 
I’m sure you will be happy to know that we are now going to be 
back in print whilst retaining our online version (for the time being anyway)) 

If you managed to get away during the summer I hope you had a lovely time.  During 
August I made a long overdue trip to Walsingham in Norfolk, going with some friends 
from Wigan St John, and St Patrick Catholic churches..  We visited the catholic shrine 
and I attach a photo of the very ornate and old Slipper Chapel, (built in 1325) along 
with the beautiful stained glass window and statue of Mary holding the infant Jesus 
situated at  the Church of England church of St Mary and All Saints in Little 
Walsingham, which dates from the 14th and 15th century. The window was designed 
by John Haywood in 1964 following the almost total destruction of the church by fire in 
1961 and portrays the history of Walsingham   

We also visited the ruins of the Augustinian Priory of the Annunciation of The Blessed 
Virgin Mary, founded in 1153. Little remains of the original building, but the most 
striking remnant is the majestic arch of the East Window pictured and the site of the  
replica of the Holy House of Nazareth built in 1061. The Knight’s Gate brings you out 
almost opposite the site of the Anglican Shrine 

It was a very relaxing holiday spent with some lovely people, but I was snowed under 
at work when I got back and I’ve also not been on top form, hence the late issue. 

I hope you enjoy the photos as much as I enjoyed visiting the places! 

    

   Jacky Slipper 
Chapel 

Knight’s Gate 
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East Window 

St Mary’s Church 

Trust the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding.  

In all your ways submit to Him, and He will 
make your paths straight. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
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The impact of Covid 19 pandemic 
forced us to close our churches and 
stop many of our usual activities for 
long periods of time. The effect of this 
on our finances has been 
considerably detrimental. If you can 
help us to continue to exist and 
continue to make a difference to our 
local communities by making a 
donation of any amount please click on the donate button.  Thank you. 

Church Life - with 

Lockdown Easements 

Sunday Services at all our 
churches now start at 
10.30am with one service 
being live-streamed.  

What we are asking you to do to help us to follow guidelines 

Each of our churches are following guidance provided and we ask you to help us 
by following this guidance when visiting any of our churches. The main points we 
ask to observe are: 

•Please follow instructions/requests from our Welcomers who are there to assist you 
and ensure everyone welcomed safely 

•If you are asked to wait outside before entering the church, this is because we are 
trying to prevent queuing inside the building 

•Please protect yourself as you feel 
appropriate for you eg. wearing a face 
mask, plastic gloves, visor etc  Even though 
this is no longer mandatory please respect 
that some people may still want to wear a 
mask. 

•We will offer socially distanced seating for 
those who would still like this. 

•You will be offered the opportunity to 
sanitize your hands on arrival: please do so 
– this helps everyone 

•The congregation can now sing!!  

•Service Sheets are provided for worship – these are single use sheets and we ask you 
to take yours away with you and to use it in your own prayers and then to recycle it 

As guidelines and advice change, we will adapt our own guidance. 

Thank you for helping us to ensure we are all following the guidance provided. 

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/559ed666-c061-45ce-bb4a-9121c2ca0123
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More on the UpHolland Community Festival 
 

The vicar Paul Lock writes 

Up Holland Community Hub, Social Wellbeing and St Thomas the Martyr Church organised the 

first Up Holland Community Festival on Saturday 24th July. It all took place in the grounds and 

Church of St Thomas the Martyr, Up Holland and proved to be very popular with everyone. 

 

Chair of the Community Hub, Gill Sinnott said: ‘The atmosphere was amazing and we were 

thrilled to see so many people coming along to our Festival. This what we created the Hub for – 

to bring people together for the good of everyone.’ 

 

Many groups and organisations from the area came together to run stalls and activities. There 

was a wide range of craft stalls and local busineses, including: Lancashire Cheese, Daffodil 

Valley designs, Distinctive Designs, Orrell Eggcrafters, Mandy's Cards and Crafts, Becket’s Cards 

and Pictures, Flower Designs, Sea Glass Crafts, H & H Pampering Soaps & Creams, Steph’s Crafts, 

Alison & Beckey’s Bags and Jewellery, Sew Crafty, Serendipity Events Soaps & Candles, 

Homemade cakes. 

 

Rector of Up Holland and Dalton, the Revd Paul Lock said, ‘Watching so many people enjoying 

themselves after such a difficult period filled all our hearts with hope and joy. This is exactly what 

the church should be doing. Helping people to celebrate the communities in which we live and 

enjoying the amazing gifts and talents of those around us.’ 

 

It was a great occasion for many local charities and organisations supporting people in the 

area to celebrate and promote their work across the community, this included: Greenslate 

Farm, Bookcycle, U3A, Birchwood Centre. 

 

There was plenty of time to enjoy refreshments in Becket’s Café and relax enjoying music and 

entertainment. A few people enjoyed a beer or glass of something refreshing from the White 

Lion Pub, Church Street, Up Holland. 

 

Local musicians including the True Levellers Community Samba Band, Richard Hart, Ian 

Cleverdon and Up Holland Guitar group all provided a wide range of music for everyone to 

enjoy. 

 

The Up Holland Community Hub describes itself as: ‘A beacon of hope, a place for everyone’ – 

there was certainly a place for everyone at the recent Up Holland Community Festival. More 

activities and events are being planned, for more information visit the Hub’s website or follow 

them on social media.  
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UpHolland Community Hub at St Thomas the Martyr Church 
A beacon of hope, A place for everyone 

Website: www.uphollanddalton.org.uk/up-holland-community-hub 
 

If you are interested in helping with any activities or have other 
ideas of how you can help the Hub a success in serving the 
community please contact the Hub via Facebook or email us 
at info@uphollandcommunityhub.org.uk or alternatively 
click here and apply to become a Hub volunteer.  

mailto:info@uphollandcommunityhub.org.uk
https://forms.gle/EdU7VaQaaEMr3ZPMA
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Click here to see the café take-away menu’. 

Occasionally the café will be closed if a wedding or funeral is 

being held. 

 
Food Bank at STMS (St Thomas the Martyr School) 
  
During the school summer holiday (i.e. from week commencing July 19th), we  
will be open on Tuesday and Friday mornings, 9 - 11. 

D.J.M. TRAVEL 
Specialist in Airport Transport 

Local, Reliable, Independent Company 

LWB 8 Seater Minibus offering  
Leather Seats & Air Conditioning 

All areas and jobs considered at Competitive 
Rates 

Airport Transfers, Nights Out,  
Weddings, Race Trips, 

Hospital Appointments,  
Railway Stations 

CRB checked and  
fully licenced driver 

01695 627907  

07967 360403 

David.martland@live.co.uk 

Love  one another with a  

pure heart fervently 

1 Peter 1:22 

https://e4071313-3068-423c-95c0-a367265325b8.filesusr.com/ugd/ad32f3_8980a4d464f343ddb8ad1fd5a1ac4794.pdf
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 (The Service Station) 
 Alder Lane, Parbold 
 
 

Repairs     Servicing    Accessories    Petrol and oils 

Telephone: 01257 462257 

H.ATHERTON & SON 

Fashion eyewear specialists 

Free examination for exempt groups 

CONTACT LENSES 

HOME VISITS 
 

BSc. (hons) M.C.Optom. 

Optometrist & Contact Lens Practitioner 

7 Dingle Road, UpHolland WN8 0EN        01695 625437 

ALAN 
BOWEN LTD 

 On call for Computer repairs 
 

And Internet problems 
 

Excellent references 
 

Call Ron: 01695 559572 

GARDEN RESCUE 

Tree services 
Trees felled and pruned              Hedges trimmed 

 

Qualified & Insured                    Free Estimates 
 

Vince & Duncan Brady 
 

01695 623909     07903 290878     07534 389506 
www.gardenrescuetreeservices.weebly.com 

GARDEN 

RESCUE 

TR e 
Services 



 

Up Holland & Dalton Parish Magazine September 21                                                  11 

SEPTEMBER BOOK REVIEW  
Overcoming - My fight against FGM, by 
Ann-Marie Wilson, Lion Hudson £9.99 

3 million girls across the world are at risk of 
female genital mutilation (FGM) each year. 

When Ann-Marie Wilson met a girl named Fatima in West 
Darfur, who had experienced FGM at age 5 and was pregnant 
by age 10, she knew she had to do something. Her life’s work 
since has been geared towards speaking out against FGM, as 
well as supporting the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of 
as many survivors as possible. 

Built on the experience of more than 3,000 FGM survivors’ 
stories as well as meetings with heads of state and the Pope.  
Overcoming tells the compelling story of how Ann-Marie leaned 
on her Christian faith through her darkest moments to build 28 
Too Many. This international organisation offers hope to millions 

of girls who, just like Fatima, are at risk of FGM every year. 

Notes On Love - being single and dating in a 
marriage obsessed church, by Lauren Windle SPCK 
£8.99 

This is a humorous and heart-felt look at being single 
and dating in the church, and what it means to love and 
be loved today. In a delightful and witty way, thirty-
something Lauren Windle shines a light on the trials and 
tribulations - and sometimes triumphs - of the world of 
Christian dating. 

Notes cover ‘How to first date’, ‘A million ways to meet 
people’, ‘Disappointment’ and ‘Schrodinger’s boyfriend’, 
as well as looking at how you can find true love with 
yourself, your friends and family and above all in Christ. 

A Christian Guide to Environmental Issues - by Martin  
& Margaret Hodson BRF £9.99 

Environmental sustainability is a major issue for us all. In 
this extensively updated edition Martin and Margot Hodson 
consider 8 of the key current environmental problems, 
giving the biblical basis for looking after the environment 
and helping to integrate environmental thinking into the 
reader’s understanding of  Christian faith. 

This guide includes ethical reflections, Bible studies 
focusing on a different biblical doctrine for each chapter, 
and eco-tips to enable practical response. Among the 
issues covered are climate change, food, biodiversity and 
population, together with the relationship between 

environmental problems and issues relating to world development. 
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Did you find the Church Mouse in August’s magazine? He was on 
page 6 next to his mouse friends who were building sandcastles.  
Did you spot him?.  He’s also in this month’s magazine. Can you 
find him? He looks like this.  
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It was the older son who did what his father wanted. 
Jesus meant that older son was like the people who were not following God’s law (the outcasts) but 
when they heard what John the Baptist told them they believed and then repented and did what 
they knew they should, in spite of their initial disobedience.   
The younger son is a representation of the Pharisees and those who give the impression of being 
good and obeying, but who ultimately don’t follow through and disobey. 
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 Two Sides to Every Coin 
Introduction 

As we grow together as a Parish, we are enriched with opportunities for debate and 
discussion about big issues over which different perspectives are held. In these articles, 
we look at whether the Old Testament, in particular the book of Joshua, is related to the 
Gospel of Jesus. 

Side One 

The Old Testament – what do we do with it? I remember visits 
during secondary school to the Quaker meeting house in York. 
There, formative times took place as half an hour was spent in 
silence, accompanied by religious texts, including the Bible. On the 
walk back, I was regularly quizzed by classmates about passages 
from the Bible they found bizarre.  

In the book The God Delusion, of which more than three million 
copies were sold in the mid-2000s, Richard Dawkins describes the 
book of Joshua as “a text remarkable for the bloodthirsty 
massacres it records and the xenophobic relish with which it does so”, and although 
“theologians will protest it didn’t happen”, it demonstrates that the Bible “is not the sort of 
book you should give your children to form their morals”.  

Few stories in the Old Testament are as challenging and troubling to readers today as 
God’s command that the Israelites should kill the Canaanites and take over their land. 
How does this square with Jesus’ teaching about loving your enemies?  

Books such as Joshua, and the difficult questions that they raise, highlight the ongoing 
need for well-researched and reliable Biblical scholarship to shape and inform our 
understanding of the Scriptures. We should give thanks that God has provided theological 
research, including through colleges in the UK. The rallying cry of the Protestant 
Reformation in the sixteenth century was not ‘solo scriptura’ (radical individualism in which 
we only need our own personal interpretation of the Scriptures) but ‘sola scriptura’ (the 
belief that the Bible alone has the highest and perfect authority).  

Is the book of Joshua full of morally indefensible events that have been universally 
recognised as fictitious?  

Some theologians have indeed claimed the book of Joshua belongs to the realm of myth 
rather than history but this is not a foregone conclusion across the academy - 
archaeological scholarship has also taken steps major steps forward in the past few 
decades.  

This was not an “Israel vs. Canaan” conflict based on ethnic identity. Many Canaanites, 
including not only Rahab but also the Gibeonites in Joshua chapter 9, joined Israel, which 
wouldn’t have been allowed if it were an act of genocide. We are told that the Canaanites 
were very morally corrupt and unjust, especially when it came to violence and abuse of 
the most vulnerable in their communities, and that, when Abraham was in the land, God 
was patient with them. The Israelites are presented in the Book of Joshua as an 
instrument of divine justice. When Joshua asks, in chapter 5:13-15, if the angel of the Lord 
is on the Israelites’ side or their enemy’s side, the angel quickly corrects him by saying 
“No. I am the captain of the Lord’s army.” The point is clear. God is going to bring his 
judgment on human evil. The real question is whether Israel is on God’s side.  
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Returning to the question at the beginning, “The Old Testament – what do we do with it?”, 
the question should really be what the Old Testament does to us. Through the book of 
Joshua, I am inspired to see that God takes human injustice and violence, such as the 
atrocities committed by the Taliban in Afghanistan, seriously. Through the book of Joshua, 
I am inspired to praise God that he has dealt finally with wickedness through the cross, 
and by triumphing over it in the Resurrection. And through the book of Joshua, I am 
inspired to rejoice let God’s patience lead me to say sorry and turn from my own 
wrongdoing. I hope you are able to take time soon to read this amazing book, inviting God 
to speak to you through it. 

Jack Shepherd 

Side Two 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for 
our learning: Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort 
of thy holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. So runs the collect in the Book of Common 
Prayer for the Second Sunday in Advent, often termed ‘Bible 
Sunday’ and which, no doubt, many of you remember. 

The Book of Joshua includes a text my mother found of great help. 
Chapter 1 v7   Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the 
right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper withersoever thou goest.  This is the 
King James Version which she often quoted. 

But the Book of Joshua is essentially the story of how Israel conquered Canaan. Joshua, 
the leader of the Israelites, sent spies into Jericho, the first city of Canaan they reached. 
Rahab, a Canaanite prostitute sheltered the spies. They found that the Canaanites were 
terrified of the Israelites and their God. The Israelites marched around the walls once 
every day for six days with the priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant. On the seventh 
day they marched seven times around the city; then the priests blew their ram's horns, the 
Israelites raised a great shout, and the walls of the city fell. On entering the city they killed 
every person who lived there, as well as their animals. Only Rahab, her parents, brothers 
and all “those who belonged to her” were spared. Joshua then cursed anybody who rebuilt 
the foundations and gates, with the deaths of their firstborn and youngest child 
respectively.  

Scholars apparently almost unanimously agree that the Book of Joshua holds little of 
historical value. Its origin lies in a time far removed from the times that it depicts, and its 
intention is primarily theological in detailing how Israel and her leaders are judged by their 
obedience to the teachings and laws (the covenant) set down in the Book of 
Deuteronomy. So it didn’t happen like that, but the brutal unprovoked attack on the city is 
apparently held up as a model.  Is this Thy Holy Word from which we draw comfort, which 
means strength. I cannot; it seems far removed from the Gospel Jesus gave us.  

Many of us have been following This is My Story… 40 days exploring what the Bible says 
about welcoming refugees. Day Twelve invites us to read Isaiah Chapter 58 and certainly 
there is in it a clear message about creating a just society, about caring for the weak and 
oppressed. But the Old Testament also contains passages which seem to extol the exact 
opposite, like that from the Book of Joshua.  

Ernie Savage 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Joshua
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rahab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ark_of_the_Covenant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shofar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rahab
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Deuteronomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Deuteronomy
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Say Autumn and Leaving Comes to Mind 
 

A wind that smells of leaving blows this morning. 
Wild and reckless through thinning autumn trees. 

Leaves losing their individuality 
like a mass of people scattered in a disaster. 

Tossed and torn these leaves are letting in the light 
upon new shoots piercing even now a soft soil. 

Dappled with pinecones, chestnuts, acorns and beechmast. 
And squabbling pigs scramble to eat their fill 
oblivious to the mysterious meanderings of 
squirrels, foxes, badgers and hedgehogs. 

 
On a swaying oak top a thrush sings his last song 

his straw nest exposed in pale amber sunlight. 
Swallows are all flown to distant destinations 

like groups of tourists. 
Gatherings of starlings twist and twirl at dusk 

like a matador`s black cloak. 
Across the ploughlands stiff stubble 

hides a flurry of fieldmice 
and pecking plovers pick and bicker. 

A few red poppies linger. 
 

In a corner of the farmyard 
an out-of-doors dog crouches down 

cocking an eye and an ear towards cows coming home 
then leaves his post to chase a cat. 

 From the barn the chatter and clatter of farmhands. 
The sound and smell of sawing and shavings. 
The first fires since the summer lit at home. 

And apple smoke spirals upwards leaving its fragrance. 
And the first farmhand to leave 

 leaves for home.  
 

Maureen Brandon Bold 
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You shall go out in joy,  

and be led back in peace;  

the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,  

and the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Isaiah 55:12 

To make you smile  
Real-Life extracts from church 
bulletins and notices. 
 
Harvest Supper Friday at 6pm. Prayer and 
medication to follow. 

Jumble sale: The ladies of our church 
have cast off clothing of every kind. 
They may be seen in the basement on 
Friday afternoon.  

At the evening service tonight, the 
sermon topic will be ‘What is 
Hell?’ Come early and listen to our 
choir practice.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The easiest way to find a lost item is 
to buy a replacement! 

When dog food is advertised as ‘new 
and improved taste’ who tested it? 

Why do they start the news with ‘Good Evening’? There is very rarely 
anything in it to guarantee a good evening..  
 
If I agreed with you we’d both be wrong! 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A young monk was assigned to help other monks copy out the old laws and 
canons of the church by hand. As they were copying from copies , not the 
original, he pointed out that if an error had been made previously it would be 
replicated in all other copies. 
The head monk agreed and went down to the basement where the originals 
were held in a locked vault that hadn’t been opened for hundreds of years. 
After many hours he reappeared looking distraught. ‘We missed out the R, 
we missed out the R ‘he cried.  ‘The word is CELEB  R  ATE@ 
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We insure it. 

You enjoy it. 

Our insurance collection 
 

is geared to give you the  
 

protection you need to 
 

look after the things  
 

you care about. 
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From The 
Diocesan 
Website  

View the website at https://liverpool.anglican.org/home  
 
As part of our commitment to 
Talking Money we are supporting 
Generosity Week.  
The Bishop of Liverpool has lent 
his support to the national 
stewardship campaign to hold a 
generosity week. Churches can 
choose the week that suits them 
and the national church has 
produced a whole bank of useful 
resources to support us. 
 
Generosity Week is a "celebration of God’s generosity that is lived out in our 
churches and parishes. It gives us an opportunity to engage with and 
support the wider community as we celebrate the generosity found. This 
isn’t a celebration of ‘our’ generosity but God’s, which is found within the 
church and outside of it." Churches can hold this at any time but many are 
opting for the autumn to coincide with Harvest Festivals.. 
 
With churches looking for ways to encouraging giving and generosity and as 
disciples on the Rule of Life we are Sent to Give, holding a Generosity Week 
could help you and your church create a beneficial culture of generosity. 
 
Bishop Paul said “Under our Rule of Life we believe that God sends us to 
give. This includes financial giving of course, and we’re summoned to give 
cheerfully and generously. Having high-quality tools and ideas to promote 
generosity in our worship communities is a real bonus and I commend this 
material from the national church to you. Parishes are free to engage with 
this as they like, but as people sent to give we have ourselves been given a 
gift which I encourage all to use, so that the gift of generosity may indeed 
flow through your church.”  
 
You can find out more at www.churchofengland.org/generosity-week  

https://liverpool.anglican.org/home
http://https/www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/encouraging-generosity/ideas-activating-generosity/generosity-week/generosity-week-resources-churches
http://https/www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/encouraging-generosity/ideas-activating-generosity/generosity-week/generosity-week-resources-churches
http://https/www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/encouraging-generosity/ideas-activating-generosity/generosity-week/generosity-week-resources-churches
http://www.churchofengland.org/generosity-week
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Learning Lessons from a Graveyard 

If you’re looking for a quiet oasis away from the bustle and busyness of everyday life, 
there’s a place where nature, heritage and the life histories of hundreds of local people 
are on peaceful display. 

Take a walk in your local cemetery. 

The chances are it’s a place where nature abounds, where socially-distant peace can be 
found, and you can meditate on the deeper issues of life. 

It’s true that graveyards seldom feature in most people’s favourite places to visit. Many 
find them morbid, reminding them of their own mortality. 

Or they can prompt memories of loved ones no longer with us, and the sadness 
overcomes the happy memories of the life shared together. Others simply rush past 
cemeteries or graveyards, without even noticing that they are there. 

But walk among the gravestones, read the inscriptions and you find the stories of 
people’s lives. 

Samuel Ryder, the Hertfordshire seed merchant who devised the United States v Europe 
Ryder Cup golf tournament, is buried in the cemetery opposite the church where I 
minister. When I visited recently, someone had left golf balls on his grave. 

In the same cemetery, there are more than 200 plain white graves of local and 
Commonwealth service people who died during the two world wars, and a memorial to 
the many local soldiers who died in the First World War. 

To wander around any cemetery or graveyard is to enter into the lives of generations of 
families. To see the grave of the still-born baby close to the child who died in infancy, 
both near to the grandmother who died in her nineties. The husband and wife who died 
within months of each other, are alongside the wife who outlived her spouse by decades. 

I’m always struck by how people are described. Most are defined by their family 
relationships – beloved grandfather, grandmother, father, mother, wife, husband, son or 
daughter. 

Others are described by their roles in life – actress, golf professional or for the war 
graves, by their ranks. How long, I wonder, had the young men and women been in 
uniform before meeting their deaths – and being remembered ever after as soldiers? In 
some cases, it may have been just a few months. 

What, I find myself asking, would I like to have written on my gravestone? How would 
each of us like to be remembered? How can long lives be summed up in the few words 
you can fit on a gravestone? 

And what is it that we are doing in life that will be of lasting value? Cemeteries are places 
that can make you consider your own life and think about what is important in it. 

Many Christian funerals begin with the words of Jesus Christ, ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die.’ 

It is a promise I hold to as I walk the paths around the graves. 

The Revd Peter Crumpler is associate minister at St Paul’s Church, Fleetville, St 
Albans. 
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St Michael and All Angels (also known as Michaelmas) 

Michael is an archangel whose name means ‘who is like unto God?’ He 
makes various appearances throughout theBible, from the book of Daniel 
to the Book of Revelation. In Daniel he is ‘one of the princes’ of the 
heavenly host, and the special guardian of Israel. In Revalation he is the 
principal fighter of the heavenly battle against the devil. 

From early times Michael’s cult was strong in the British Isles. Churches 
at Malmesbury (Wiltshire), Clive (Gloucestershire) and Stanmer (East 
Sussex) were dedicated to him. Bede mentions him. St Michael’s Mount 
in Cornwall was believed to commemorate a vision then in the 8th 
century. Michael had 686 English churches dedicated to him. 

In art Michael is often portrayed as slaying a dragon, as in the 14th 
century East Anglican Psalters, or in Epstein’s famous sculpture at 
Coventry cathedral. Or he is found (in medieval art) as weighing souls, 
as at Chaldon (Surrey), Swalcliffe (Oxon), Eaton Bishop (Hereford and 
Worcester) and Martham (Suffolk). He is sometimes depicted as a 
commander with a spear in his right hand attacking the devil and a green 
palm branch in his left hand.  Michael’s most famous shrine in western 
Europe is Mont-Saint-Michel (Normandy, France), where a Benedictine 
abbey was founded in the 10th century. 

The ‘All Angels’ bit of this feast day was added in 1969 when Gabriel and 
Raphael were included in with Michael. In some denominations Uriel is 
also added. 

 For the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the 

waters cover the sea. 
Habakkuk 2:14 
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The Dead Sea Scrolls 30 Years on! 
Thirty years ago, on 
22nd September 1991, 
photographs and transcripts of 
the Dead Sea Scrolls were 
made available to scholars 
generally for the first time. 

The Scrolls – ancient, mostly 
Hebrew or Aramaic 
manuscripts of leather, 
papyrus, and copper – were 
first found in 1947 near the 
shore of the Dead Sea. They 

come from various sites and date from the third century BC to the second century 
AD. 

The decision by the Huntington Library, which is in San Marino, California, to make 
the Scrolls public was hailed by its director, Dr William A Moffett, as a bold move 
“equivalent to breaking down the Berlin Wall”. Up to that time access to the scrolls 
had been restricted to a fairly small group of ‘authorised’ scholars. 

The Huntington photograph collection was created by philanthropist Elizabeth Hay 
Bechtel in 1980, with Robert Schlosser taking the actual pictures. After her death 
in 1987 they became the 
property of the library, with no 
agreed restrictions on their use 
– unlike the official collections, 
which certain experts reserved 
for their own use “to ensure 
scholarly accuracy”. 

Last year the Museum of the 
Bible, in Washington DC, 
confirmed that all 16 of the 
fragments it owns are modern 
forgeries. 
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W.Newman 
ROOFING & REPAIRS 

 

THE ROOFING SPECIALISTS 
FOR INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC SERVICES 

 

Slate and tile specialists; 
All plastic fascias /soffits; 

Insurance work undertaken; 
All work guaranteed. 

 

Tel.  01695 627212           mob. 07774 943706 

MANOR HOUSE 
 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 
 

From a spot stain to a full clean 
 

Free on-site quotations 
A professional clean every time 

Have a cleaner & healthier home 
 

   Tel: 01257 251221 
Mob: 07908 770808 

 

We cover all areas of Skelmersdale and surrounding districts,  
including Dalton, Newburgh, Parbold, Roby Mill & UpHolland 

          A PRIVATELY OWNED BUSINESS 
• Caring & sensitive service in your hour of need 

• We offer a range of funerals and pre-paid Funeral Plans to suit all budgets and personal tastes. 

• Newly refurbished premises with private chapels of repose 

• Funerals can be arranged in the privacy of your own home or you can visit the office 
FOR A PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTACT MARGARET WHITELAM 

29-31 Sandy Lane, Skelmersdale WN8 8LA   
Tel: 01695 559868 (24 hours) 

SKELMERSDALE FUNERAL SERVICE 
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The Parish of Up Holland & Dalton 

The Churches in The Parish are: 

St Thomas the Martyr, Up Holland St Michael and All Angels, Dalton 

Christ The Servant, Digmoor 
Contact Information 

Rector 

The Revd. Paul Lock 

The Rectory, 1a College Road, 

Up Holland, Skelmersdale WN8 0PY 

Email: paull.uph.dal@outlook.com 

Tel: 01695 622936 

Mob: 07813 019863 

Honorary Associate Priests 

The Revd. Christine Warrilow 

Tel:01695 625844 

Email: Christine@beaconview.plus.com 

The Revd. Ruth Byworth 

Tel: 01744 886481 

Email: byworth@tiscali.co.uk 

                  Missional Priest                                                           Curate 

            The Revd Jack Shepherd                                       The Revd Chris Dunbar 

        Email: revjshepherd@gmail.com                                 chrisduphdal@outlook.com 7 

Parish Ordinand & Reader 

Paul Givens   Email: paulgivens68@gmail.com      Tel: 07951 522054 

Churchwardens  UpHolland 

Dennis Roughley                Tel:07740 164447 
Email: crm.ltd@live.co.uk 
Brenda Entwistle                Tel: 07534 623544 
Churchwarden St Michael’s 
Steph Ellis                         Tel: 07592 585607 
Email: stephellis1812@hotmail.com 
Neil Girvin 

Churchwardens  Digmoor 

Denise Givens                 Tel:07904 364347 
Email: denisegivens68@gmail.com           
 
Steve Holmes          Tel: 07752 580982 
 

Readers 
David Barker                   Tel:07814 641094                 Email: d.barker362@btinternet.com 
Nick Daunt                      Tel:01695 632326                 Email: jnickdaunt@gmail.com  
Paul Givens                     Tel:07951 522054                 Email: paulgivens68@gmail.com 

Dalton C of E (Aided) Primary School 

Head Teacher                           Mrs Robinson 

Tel: 01257 462082 

Email: bursar@dalton-st-michaels.lancs.sch.uk 
Website:https://dalton-stmichaels.co.uk/ 

St Thomas the Martyr CE Primary School 

Head Teacher                             Mr Roscoe 

Tel: 01695 622970  

Email:head@st-thomasmartyr.lancs.sch.uk 
Website:https://stthomasthemartyr.co.uk/ 

Roby Mill CE Primary School 
Headteacher:                           Mrs Stephens 

Tel: 01695 622536 

Email:bursar@robymill.lancs.sch.uk 
Web:http://www.roby-mill.lancsngfl.ac.uk/ 

Bishop Martin CE Primary School 
Headteacher:                           Mr McDonald 

Tel: 01695 724730 

Email: https://
www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/contact 
Web:https://www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/ 

Parish Magazine Editor 

Jacky Jolley 

Email articles to:  jackyjolley@gmail.com 

Magazine Sales & Distribution 

Syl Samples 

Tel: 01695 726231 
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