
Maundy Thursday 
 
Welcome as we gather together in spirit to worship God on this Maundy Thursday. 
 
As we keep Holy Week and Easter this year, we are inviting all those who join us through our online 
worship resources to travel back spiritually with us to the time of Jesus. As we do so, we contemplate 
how Jesus who walked on this earth 2000 years ago continues to walk with us today. We also pray that 
he will bring his love and transforming grace to us and all those we pray for. 
 
Today we think of Jesus calling his closest friends together for the last time before his arrest and 
execution. They gathered in an upper room and had a last meal together. During this meal, Jesus 
washed his disciple’s feet and introduced them to the Eucharist and commanded them to break bread 
and drink wine, and to remember him. 
 
During our services this week, we are inviting you, if you can do so safely, to light a candle as we pray 
together.  
 
As we think of events during the Last Supper, we also invite you, if you can to put a small bowl of water 
along with a small piece of bread and a cup or glass of wine by the side of your candle, where you can 
see them. 
 
You may wish to stop this recording now, to give you time to collect a candle, matches or lighter and 
some bread, wine and a small bowl of water. 
 

 

Lighting of a candle 

If you have a candle with you, please light it now. 

Place the piece of bread and glass of wine near to the candle. 

 

Greeting 

The candle reminds us that we are in the presence of Jesus, he is with us now. 

 

We meet together in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Introduction 

Today we recall how Jesus prepared his friends for their last time together before his arrest and 

execution: 

 

The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for they were afraid of the 

people. Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; he went away and 

conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how he might betray him to them. 

They were greatly pleased and agreed to give him money. So, he consented and began to look for an 

opportunity to betray him to them when no crowd was present. 

‘But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. For the Son of Man is going 

as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!’ Then they began to ask one 

another which one of them it could be who would do this. 

While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was 

leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, is it with a kiss that you 

are betraying the Son of Man?’     (Luke 22: 2-6, 21-23, 47-48) 

 

 

 

Call to worship 

Jesus calls us to love one another with the same all-encompassing love that he shows for us. Let us 

reflect on the nature of that love and ask that it may grow in us. 



 

Opening prayer 

Lord, you welcome us to share this time with you. 

We will come to you, Lord. 

 

Lord, you call us to welcome you into our hearts. 

Lord, we welcome today and always. 

 

Lord, you show us the way of humble service. 

Lord, we will serve, as you serve. 

 

Lord, in bread, you show us how your body will be broken for our salvation. 

Lord, we place all our hope in you. 

 

Lord, in wine, you show us how your blood will be poured out for the forgiveness of sins. 

Lord, we will live in the light of your redeeming love. 

 

Lord, you take the next step towards your crucifixion. 

Lord, we will follow you. 

 

We ask you to look at the candle, the bread and the wine. You may be sitting with someone, you may be 

alone, but the candle reminds us all that on this holy day, we are surrounded by the light and the love of 

Christ. The bread and wine remind us that through Jesus, God will give us all that we need, today and 

always. We are never alone. 

 

Psalm   (part of Psalm 103) 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all this is within me, 

bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all this is within me, 

bless his holy name. 

 

The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 

He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all this is within me, 

bless his holy name. 

 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all this is within me, 

bless his holy name. 

 

Collect 
God our Father, 
you have invited us to share this time together, 
as we recall the Last Supper your Son had with his disciples. 
Through that supper, he told his Church 
to proclaim his death until he comes: 
may he nourish us by his presence, 
and unite us in his love; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  



The Washing 
 
Reading   (John 13: 3-15) 
A reading from the Gospel according to St John 
 
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and 
was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You 
will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter 
said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who has 
bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all 
of you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason, he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ 
 
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do 
you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord - and you are right, for that is what I 
am. So, if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 
For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 
 
 
A prayer of confession 

Today, above all days, we remember that love is costly and brings us face to face with our own 

weakness. Turning to God, we remember the times when we could not carry through the love that Jesus 

commands us to show. 

 

If you can, please drip your hands into the water each time the following sentences are read. A simple 

reminder that God washes away all our sins. He also washes our feet, just as he did his first disciples, 

when he forgives and restores us. 

 

We dip our hands into the bowl or water, as these words are said 

When we have turned away from someone who needed our loving commitment. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

We dip our hands into the bowl or water, as these words are said 

When we have ignored the needs of others because we thought that someone else would take 

responsibility. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

We dip our hands into the bowl or water, as these words are said 

When we have mistreated others, failing to demonstrate to others the love that Christ has for the world. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 
May the Lord forgive us. 
May he grant us peace in our hearts. 
May he lead us by his Spirit, 
into the ways of justice and peace. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Meal 
 
Prayers of Reflection 



Father, we give you thanks for this holy day and time of fellowship, for we know we are united together in 
spirit and by the presence of the Lord Jesus with us. He is our master, our host and the one who serves. 
He invites us to be one with him. 
Lord, we remember. 
 
Father, we give you thanks for our beautiful world, for all its resources and for all its beauty. We thank 
you for bread – for all that sustains and nourishes us. We thank you for wine – for all that delights us. We 
remember with sadness the hungry and the unhappy. 
Lord, we remember. 
 
Father, we give you thanks for all who serve you in any way. For those who do the lowly jobs no one 
else wants to do. For those who are busy when we are at rest. For those who put themselves at risk for 
others. For those who bring comfort, healing, love and support. 
Lord, we remember. 
 
Father, we give you thanks for freedom, for peace, for good health and we remember all who are in 
prison and all who suffer because of violence. We remember all who are sick, at home or in hospital. For 
all who are bereaved and any who feel alone and afraid. 
Lord, we remember. 
 
 
Reading 
 
A reading from St Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 

(1 Cor 11: 23-26) 
 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that 
is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
 
Reflection 
If you can, please hold the piece of bread in your hands. 
 
Look at it carefully – see the structure of the bread. 
Now consider how this bread has come to you. Think of the farmer who sowed the seed and all the 
others who have tended the seed as it germinated, grew and flourished. Think of those who harvested 
the wheat and those who ground it into flour. Think now of those who put the ingredients together and 
skilfully produced the loaf of bread. Think and ponder on how many people have handled this bread in 
wrapping, packing and then delivering it to warehouse and then to shop. 
 
Now take the cup or glass of wine – and look carefully at it. See the colour, smell the aroma. And once 
again reflect on how this bread has come to you. This of those who have worked hard in the vineyards to 
keep the vines healthy. For those who have harvested and those who have produced the new wine. For 
those who have bottled it and those who have brought it to us. 
 
Remember them all and give thanks for skills. Now hold before God all the brothers and sisters who 
have worked together, even without knowing, to bring this bread to you. Let us pray God’s blessing on all 
those we have considered, let us ask God to bless and keep them as his children. Let us this day be 
thankful that we, like all of them, are God’s children, we are all brothers and sisters, equally loved and 
cherished. 
 
Let us ponder again on this bread and wine. Simple forms of food and drink. In their making they have 
one thing in common, and that is the impact of crushing and breaking. To make bread, we must crush 
grain to make flour, similarly grapes have to be crushed and broken. In this remembering, we recall that 
Jesus allowed himself to be crushed and broken for our salvation. In his self-offering, Jesus reminds us 
that he is the one who brings re-birth and new life out of every difficult, dark and broken situation. 



 
Let us think of our own experience of brokenness. 
Let us think of how we feel at these difficult and challenging times. 
Let us hold before God all that worries and at times seems to over-whelm us. 
 
Now please put the bread and the wine back near to the candle. 
 
At this time, we are unable to receive the sacrament of the Eucharist. But let us use this time as a way to 
strengthen our understanding and our faith. God is with us in these difficult times. He walks with us each 
every day; he is in every step we take. He will bring the new life and the new hope he promises in time. 
Between now and then he is with us. The light radiating from the candle tells us we are ever held in his 
light and love no matter how crushed or broken we feel. 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
In the light and presence of Christ, let us pray, as he taught us: 
 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Garden 
The time together is over. Judas has gone. Jesus takes disciples with him to the Garden of Gethsemane. 
 
 
Reading 
A reading from The Gospel according to St Mark 

(1 Cor 11: 23-26) 
 
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ He took 
with him Peter and James and John and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to them, ‘I am 
deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself 
on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, ‘Abba, Father, 
for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.’  
 
 
The Garden of Gethsemane 
Please blow out your candle and if you can, please spend some time thinking about Jesus in the Garden 
of Gethsemane. 
 
 
The Gospel of Arrest 
Before you go to sleep on Maundy Thursday, you may like to read an account of the arrest of Jesus. 
 
 
Mark 14: 43-50 



Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there was a 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.’ 
So, when he came, he went up to him at once and said, ‘Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Then they laid hands 
on him and arrested him. But one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the 
high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to 
arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did 
not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.’ All of them deserted him and fled. 


