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Up Holland & Dalton 
Serving the communities of 

Up Holland & Dalton - including  
Ashurst, Birch Green, Crawford, Digmoor, Elmers Green, 

Fosters Green, Roby Mill, Tanhouse & Whalleys 

 

Price 
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www.uphollanddalton.org.uk 
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What’s going On? 



 

Up Holland & Dalton Parish Magazine August 20                                                       3 

INFORMATION 
The SUNDAY Service of Holy Eucharist will be available in all 3 churches 

from Sunday 26 July 2020 as well as being Livestreamed and Online on the 
parish website under ‘services’.   

Social distancing regulations are in place in all churches. 

For Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals—see website for forms to complete 
and contact Paul Lock on 01695 622936 or 07813 019863  

or by email at paull.uph.dal@outlook.com 

DEADLINES 

We are currently accepting email material only, due to social distancing. This should be 
sent to jackyjolley@gmail.com or paull.uph.dal@outlook.com. 
Information and articles received after the deadline will be included in the next magazine. 

Deadline September October 

Handwritten  -   -  

Email 24 August 23 September 

Magazine Issue 31 August 30 September 
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A new Missional Priest is appointed 7 

Praying? - There’s an app for that! 8 & 9 
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From The Diocesan website 16 
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Priestly Ponderings……. 

Dear Friends, 

During the ‘lockdown’ period, I have found myself on many occasions wondering 
what we might learn from the Covid19 experience as individuals and as Christian 
communities. The Book of Exodus and the call from God to Moses and the Hebrew people, to set 
out in trust and in hope, has been very helpful. I have found myself repeatedly being amazed at 
how much moaning and groaning the Hebrew people did throughout the entire experience! It 
seems that no matter what God did, it never seemed to be enough. On so many occasions the 
Hebrews seemed to want more and increasingly wanted things on their terms. 

As Christians we often talk about being ‘pilgrim people’ – seeing ourselves as travelling with God 
and going where he bids. But like the Hebrews we can find ourselves all too often looking back to 
the ‘good old times’ and dreaming of returning to what has been. Each time God encourages us to 
see that all journeys involve challenges and difficulties, as well as joys and the opportunity to 
delight in new experiences and to make more friends. We, like the Hebrews in Exodus, need to 
discover that God never calls us to ‘go back’ but always to step forward in faith and trust. 

I increasingly believe that God is encouraging us to see the Coronavirus experience as our 
opportunity to learn more about him, more about ourselves and then to see the new opportunities 
before us. 

With all that in mind, I have been looking at some of the things we say and the way we present 
ourselves and the Christian Gospel to others. All too often what we say and promote can seem to 
the outside world as old fashioned, out of touch and irrelevant. So opening churches for the first 
time, after many months of closure, is a great opportunity to look at noticeboards and information 
with fresh eyes. An obvious question is: ‘What do we really want to tell people?’ 

Thinking about this, I have been preparing some new posters for the entrance areas in our 
churches. It has been good to think about what we want people to see as they enter our churches. 
The posters include the usual information, for example, the church name, parish name and contact 
details – which proves some things never change! But I have also included photo’s and names of 
our bishops and a statement about all being welcome and as part of this our inclusive church 
statement. 

Then I thought, but what should we say about the Christian Faith and how we understand the way 
we are called to live and share that faith. After much thought, these are the words I chose to use: 

This Christian church is placed in this community as a sign and symbol of God’s love for everyone. 

As Christians who gather in this here, we believe that we are called to…… 

•Encourage each other to seek God, however understood, guided by the life and teachings of 
Jesus. 

•Affirm that there are many ways to experience the Sacred and that we can draw on diverse 
sources of wisdom on our spiritual journeys. 

•Recognise that following Jesus leads us to act with compassion and to confront evil. 

•Place hospitality at the centre of our communal and worshipping life and see the sharing of 
bread and wine as an expression of our common humanity. 
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•Seek to build communities that accept all who wish to share companionship without insisting 
on conformity. Know that the way we behave towards others is the fullest expression of our 
faith.  

•Gain more insights in the search for understanding than we do in certainty.  

•Work together within and beyond the Church to achieve a just, peaceful and sustainable 
world. 

•Empower all people to reach their potential and to use their gifts, talents and abilities to 
advance the kingdom of God in this world. 

I would ask you during the weeks ahead to take the time to look at each of the bullet points in this 
statement and reflect carefully on whether or not you agree with them. Ask yourself, ‘Is this how I 
understand the Christian Faith and our life as a Christian Community? Is this truly how I try to live 
my life as a disciple of Christ?’ We can only make statements like this if we together and 
individually ascribe to them. These statements are not easy because they place us in the same 
position as the Hebrews in Exodus – because like them we need to recognise that being in a 
relationship with God is not always easy; like a journey it has its challenges. But these statements 
also say we cannot reduce Christianity to a purely personal understanding because as Christians 
we live together as a family therefore need to know what hold on to as important communally 
and personally.  

These bullet points tell us that being a Christian is essentially about change and there are many 
who believe that Christianity it about keeping things ‘as they are’ or ‘going back to as they were’. 
But such ideas are not found on the lips of Jesus – he came with a message which is all about 
change - that is changing the world so that at every level it is more God centred and Christ-like. A 
place where everyone is loved, valued, respected and empowered. When Jesus taught the words 
of the Lord’s Prayer and included ‘on earth as it is in heaven’ he set a remarkably high standard for 
us as Christians because he told us that we must do all that we can to ensure that this world 
increasingly comes in line with the Kingdom of Heaven. 

The post-Covid world offers us many opportunities to re-present Christ and his message to the 
communities we serve. But we will have to increasingly embrace new ways of doing this. Standing 
in our churches proclaiming “we’ve always done it this way” no longer has value or meaning, 
because we have not been able to any of it for the last few months. Had the Hebrews said 
something similar, they might well still be making bricks for Pharaoh! New is not wrong or 
disrespectful to God – new is exciting, life-giving and life affirming. New is what God is about! 

As we continue to move forward and returning, when we can, to worship and life together as 
Christian communities, I hope that you will be encouraged in your prayers, as you reflect on the 
points and ideas in this letter, and that you will find yourselves being energised and empowered to 
embrace the new opportunities we see. I hope and pray that we will be able to seize joyfully all 
that is new as we travel forward in faith and trust, knowing that Jesus will show us the paths he 
wants us to take. 

   Yours in His Service    

    Paul. 
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Telephone: 01257 462257 
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Free examination for exempt groups 

CONTACT LENSES 
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BSc. (hons) M.C.Optom. 
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ALAN 
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Excellent references 
 

Call Ron: 01695 559572 
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Tree services 
Trees felled and pruned              Hedges trimmed 

 

Qualified & Insured                    Free Estimates 
 

Vince & Duncan Brady 
 

01695 623909     07903 290878     07534 389506 
www.gardenrescuetreeservices.weebly.com 
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I’m so sorry you’ve had to wait a few days extra for this month’s magazine, but I 
hope that you’ll understand the reason why when you read this article..  Jacky.. 

New Missional Priest appointed  

to Up Holland and Dalton Parish 
I’m really excited to give you this news. Those of you who attended Sunday 
Service, or watched the Live Stream or YouTube service will know that: 

The Archdeacon of Knowsley and Sefton writes: 
  
I am very pleased to be able to announce today that Rev Jack Shepherd 
has been appointed as missional priest at Up Holland and Dalton.  Jack is 
currently curate at St Paul’s Skelmersdale and will be known by many of 
you already. 
  
The interview panel including Rev Paul Lock were unanimous in their 
decision and are delighted that Jack will be joining in the autumn. They are 
excited by the insights he will bring to your churches and are confident that 
his desire will be for a bigger church making a bigger difference. 
  
Thank you for your prayers during this time and for your patience as we 
had not been able to complete the appointments’ process as quickly as we 
would have liked because of COVID. 
 
The venerable Pete Spiers 

We hope to be able to let you know the date for Jack’s licensing service in the 
next few weeks.   

Many of you will already know Jack as he has led services in all three of our 
churches in recent years. 

Jack says: 

I am really glad to accept the appointment as missional priest at Up 
Holland and Dalton, having enjoyed getting to know people in the parish 
and around the diocese during the past three years as curate at St Paul's 
Skelmersdale. In my presentation at the interview, I described that I am 
inspired by the riches of the tradition that exists in your churches about 
finding new ways of reaching people who do not currently follow Jesus. I 
am excited about bringing insights from what I am currently learning, as 
well my discipleship in churches around the UK, to this new role, and 
discovering together how to work towards the diocesan vision.  

Jack, we welcome you to our parish 
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Prayer ideas - “There’s an app for that” 

Some people may be horrified to think that prayer 

can be “reduced” to being an App on a mobile 

phone.  

Maybe you have used the Scripture 

Union “Daily Bread” booklets to help 

with your daily devotional time? A 

prayer app is not that much different other than 

that you read it on your phone, tablet or computer. 

(I quote the example of Daily Bread as it is a very 

well-known, long established resource. Daily bread 

also has a digital version too). 

If you like to have a structure to your daily devotion and prayer, 

but sometimes find that it can become a bit repetitive, then 

prayer apps can help to introduce relevant themes and stimulate 

thought. Being a digital resource means they can often respond 

to current issues and events. They are not a replacement for 

personal prayer, but simply a helpful resource, and you can 

include your personal prayer requests during the use of the app 

or separately according to what fits best. 

If you go searching for Apps to use, you often get a long list of 

options with no idea whether they are produced by a Christian 

organisation, some sect with unusual ideas, or simply someone 

wanting to cash in on advertising revenue. So how do you know 

where to look? 

A good start is to use those recommended by friends. Back before 

lockdown many of us started a Lent course led by Rachel 

Shuttleworth, called “let’s talk about prayer”. Rachel gave us a 

few suggested resources, and I have reproduced some of these 

below. 

The Bible Society website Lectio Divina with 

reflections on the gospel reading for each Sunday. 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/

lectio-divina 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/lectio-divina
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/lectio-divina
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Lectio365 app, this is produced by the 24/7 prayer organisation 

and “CWR”. It uses a P.R.A.Y. format. P for Pause to be still, R for 

Rejoice (using words from the Psalms), and Reflect on a 

passage of scripture, A for Ask – offering ideas to prompt prayer 

asking God to help us and others, Y for Yield – reading through 

the passage of scripture again and yielding to God’s will in our 

lives. (I now use this app regularly and have found it very 

useful and topical.) 

https://www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional 

 

Pray as you go app, this app is based on Ignatian 

patterns of prayer and includes music, scripture 

and reflections for each day. 

https://pray-as-you-go.org 

 

The Church of England offer a service of daily 

prayer – which actually includes a morning, 

evening and night prayer service. These are in 

effect a full service to read through and pray 

yourself, but I see no reason why you should not 

choose those elements that fit best with your 

personal prayer pattern. 

This can be downloaded by going to - https://

www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray  and click on the 

download app icon relevant to your phone, (Apple for Apple 

phones or google play for Android phones).  You can also get 

this as a Podcast to listen to when you are participating in 

your daily exercise. 

I am sure there are many other very useful apps available, if 

you have a particular favourite that you might wish to share 

with others, then please let me know.                   Alaric Hicks  

(See Page 23 for ideas for a Prayer Journal - Jacky) 

https://www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional
https://pray-as-you-go.org
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray


 

10                                                       Up Holland & Dalton Parish Magazine August 20 

 

Christ the Servant Church, Skelmersdale 
increases food support to six days a week 
Christ the Servant Church in Digmoor, Skelmersdale has extended its 
existing food support to the community during the COVID-19 crisis. 
The Open Table Community Café would normally meet twice a week, 
has now opened its doors six days a week for people to come and 
collect free, surplus food.  
  
The Open Table Community Café was set up in 2019 to provide free food and 
a space for the community of Christ the Servant Church in Digmoor to come 
together.  
 
Paul Givens who coordinates The Open Table Community Café project said:  
 
 “Last summer we got involved with the charity FareShare, a national charity 
looking at fighting hunger and reducing food waste.  
 
“We started The Open Table Community Café with the aim to use surplus 
food from supermarkets to make a hot meal twice a week and provide an 
opportunity for people to come together, have a conversation and become 
stronger as a community.” 
 
“The area the church serves is in one of the highest deprivation areas in the 
country. The project aims to feed those who need it the most and to make it 
known that we do not want anyone in this day and age to go hungry.”  
 
“We also want to build a sense of community within the area and this is 
happening through conversation over the table at mealtimes.” 
 
The Open Table Community Café regularly feeds around 20 people per 
session with meals free for all. Fresh bread and vegetable leftover are then 
distributed to those who wanted to take them home to make more meals. 
 
The COVID-19 crisis impacted the way The Open Table Community Café has 
been able to operate. 
 
Paul said: “As we were unable to cook meals we had to think about what we 
could do instead. The idea of opening the doors and allowing people to come 
and collect the surplus food for them to cook themselves became apparent.”  
 
“We knew that there were families with children who, as the schools were 
closed, the children were not getting a cooked meal and we needed to try 
and help with this. This is where Free Food Fridays came about.” 
 
The group was able to open six days a week due to an increase in the 
amount of surplus food: “The amount of surplus food has become greater 
with people not going out shopping as much.”  
 
The Open Table Community Café offers free food which is donated to them 
from ASDA, Tesco, M&S and FareShare, and which would otherwise have 
gone to waste. 

https://www.fareshare.org.uk/
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Alongside the increase in the supply of food, there has been a noticeable 
increase in the need for food support in the local community, particularly 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. “We now have people queuing outside before 
we are open to get the food for that day or week. It has become busier and 
busier during lockdown.” 
 
“The COVID-19 lockdown has made communities stronger and a sense of 
being in it together. We now have some members of the community who do 
not normally attend church coming and taking food to those who are 
vulnerable in their streets and neighbourhoods.” 
 
Whilst it has been a challenge to keep the church open six days a week and 
finding volunteers to open up the church, a team of volunteers have stepped 
up to keep the church open each morning for those collecting free food.  
 
The recent re-opening of the church for private prayer has also enhanced the 
community project. “Having the church open for personal prayer, it blends 
together the sense of community and God’s work and love for his people.” 
 
The initiative continues to grow in the community. “Everyone who has been to 
collect the free food has sent the message around the community. Word of 
mouth is increasing the number of people. We know we are touching people’s 
lives as a church sharing outwardly God’s love for all.” 
 
This article appeared on the Diocesan website on 25 June 2020.  It’s so nice when good 

Lord of the mountains 

You, O God, are the Lord of the mountains and the valleys. As I travel 
over mountains and through valleys, I am beneath your feet.  You 
surround me with every kind of creature… Open my eyes to see their 
beauty, that I may perceive them as the work of your hands… 

Tonight, I will sleep beneath your feet, O Lord of the mountains and 
valleys, ruler of the trees 
and vines. I will rest in your 
love, with you protecting 
me as a father protects his 
children, with you watching 
over me as a mother 
watches over her children. 
Then tomorrow the sun will 
rise and I will not know 
where I am; but I know that 
you will guide my footsteps. 

A prayer of the Sioux 
Indians 
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Did you find the Church Mouse in June’s magazine? He was on page 
15 next to his church mouse friends who were carrying 
strawberries. Did you spot him?.  He’s also in this month’s magazine. 
Can you find him He looks like this.  
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We insure it. 

You enjoy it. 

Our insurance collection 
 

is geared to give you the  
 

protection you need to 
 

look after the things  
 

you care about. 
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Luckily we are fortunate enough to NOT find ourselves in this 
position.  
We pray that Paul and his family have a relaxing well deserved break 
after all the stress COVID-19 has caused for our parish and priests 
all over the country.  
Paul will hopefully be back in 3 weeks after spending some additional 
leave at home. 
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From The Diocesan Website  
View the website at https://liverpool.anglican.org/home  

Face coverings to become mandatory in churches from 8 August 

Fresh guidance has been published by the government to extend the wearing of 
face coverings indoors. We recommend that this is implemented in churches 
immediately but it will be mandatory from next week.  
 
Bishop Paul will issue updated information on the implications of the latest guidance 
in an email to clergy and wardens next week.  

Bishop Paul supports debate and action on clergy wellbeing 

Churches and clergy across the country are being invited to take part in 
discussion about a new partnership aimed at improving the care and wellbeing of 
ministers, in a ‘Big Conversation’ launched this week.  
 
Bishop Paul said: 
  
“This is a Big Conversation well worth having, and Liverpool Diocese will engage 
with it fully. I am delighted that Archdeacon Pete Spiers has served as a member 
of the national steering group for this Covenant for Clergy Care and Wellbeing. 
Bishop Bev and I are committed to working with him and with all our ministerial 
colleagues in the Diocese to ensure that we think through the realities of clergy 
life, and put in place what is needed to ensure that our ministers flourish in their 
ministries and their lives. Please pray for, and work with, all who will contribute to 
this conversation - and make your own voice heard, too!" 

‘Do Ten Things’ is part of the ‘Bigger Church 
Bigger Difference’ initiative 

You can help 
more people 
understand 
what it is to 
be a disciple 
of Christ in 
an easy way.  

Just Do Ten Things a year to make a difference by serving people and 
showing God's love 

https://liverpool.anglican.org/home
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65a0559aa7e77f3d475d76b01&id=94c0d2ed70&e=6ed8add786
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65a0559aa7e77f3d475d76b01&id=94c0d2ed70&e=6ed8add786
https://liverpool.anglican.org/DoTenThings
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How ARE we Doing Church NOW the 

buildings are OPEN? 
 

You may think that is a funny question to ask.  Are we not just going back to church like we 
used to do? Well the short answer is ‘NO’.  

Of course you can attend the church service as you used to, St Thomas’ and Christ the 
Servant at 10.30 am and St Michaels at 11am (please wear a Facemask from 8 
August), but if COVID-19 has taught us anything it’s that we can be so much more inclusive 
than we were.   

 

Do you work shifts?  

Do your children play sports on Sunday mornings?  

Do you have a disability that makes physically visiting the church unfeasible?  

Do you want to know more, but are not ready to take that step into the unknown yet? 

Are you just more comfortable doing church in your own home and at a time to suit you? 

Do you not feel ready to step out of your COVID-19 comfort zone just yet? 

 

We have just started ‘Live Streaming’ one of the Sunday Services in addition to filming a pre-
recorded version for our YouTube Channel. You can find links to these on our website and 
also on the church Facebook page. If you want to be involved in the pre-recorded service 
just let the Rector know and he will send you a reading/prayers etc to record and email back 
to him so that our very clever Ian Cleverdon can put the whole thing together as one 
seamless service. 

You can find the services at  www.uphollanddalton.org.uk/videos hosted on YouTube. The 
order of service is onscreen so that you can join in. 

Please also see our new Facebook page, for updates  

www.facebook.com/uphollanddaltonparish 

You should only attend church if you have no COVID-19 symptoms and you feel comfortable 
and safe doing so.  

I told my suitcases that due to the pandemic, there 
will be no holiday this year. . . . . . . 
Now I’m dealing with emotional baggage.  

https://www.uphollanddalton.org.uk/videos
https://www.uphollanddalton.org.uk/videos
https://www.facebook.com/uphollanddaltonparish/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA7L1pbLca0f9LZTl8M9rbynKpjjFtABylGCPSEaT3TFA0sLYtYTapkMzSwg51tQC9RJPtA8Oht7jY9H6DL6-EbV5l1YnPVdEsA7grg4GlteT121kF86KVHHnsHLUtiWOQleLf2_ZzNsf2R1sSLQyP_5jmLxxzvb6Enn32Mmnt16PlqvVo
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The Transfiguration 

The story is told in Matthew (17:1-9), Mark (9:1-9) and Luke (9:28-36). 

It was a time when Jesus’ ministry was popular, when people were seeking Him 
out.  But on this day, He made time to take Peter, James and John, His closest 
disciples, up a high mountain.  In the fourth century, Cyrillic of Jerusalem identified it 
as Mount Tabor (and there is a great church up there 
today), but others believe it more likely to have been 
one of the three spurs of Mount Hermon, which rises 
to about 9,000 feet, and overlooks Caesarea Philippi. 

High up on the mountain, Jesus was suddenly 
transfigured before His friends.  His face began to 
shine as the sun, His garments became white and 
dazzling.  Elijah and Moses, of all people, suddenly 
appeared, and talked with Him.  A bright cloud 
overshadowed the disciples. 

Peter was staggered, but, enthusiast that he was – 
immediately suggested building three tabernacles on 
that holy place, one for Jesus, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.  But God’s ‘tabernacling’, God’s dwelling 
with mankind, does not any longer depend upon 
building a shrine.  It depends on the presence of 
Jesus, instead.  And so a cloud covered them, and a 
Voice spoke out of the cloud, saying that Jesus was 
His beloved Son, whom the disciple should 
‘hear’.  God’s dwelling with mankind depends upon 
our listening to Jesus. 

Then, just as suddenly, it is all over.  What did it 
mean?  Why Moses and Elijah?  Well, these two men 
represent the Law and the Prophets of the Old 
Covenant, or Old Testament.  But now they are 
handing on the baton, if you like: for both the Law and 
the Prophets found their true and final fulfilment in 
Jesus, the Messiah. 

Why on top of a mountain?  In Exodus we read that Moses went up Mount Sinai to 
receive the sacred covenant from Yahweh in the form of the Ten 
Commandments.  Now Jesus goes up and is told about the ‘sealing’ of the New 
Covenant, or New Testament of God with man, which will be accomplished by His 
coming death in Jerusalem. 

That day made a lifelong impact on the disciples.  Peter mentions it in his second 
letter, 2 Peter 1:16 – 19 – invariably the reading for this day. 

The Eastern Churches have long held the Transfiguration as a feast as important as 
Christmas, Epiphany, Ascension and Pentecost.  But it took a long time for the West to 
observe the Transfiguration.  The feast starts appearing from the 11th and 12th 
centuries, and the Prayer Book included it among the calendar dates, but there was no 
liturgical provision for it until the 19th century. 

This famous painting of The 
Transfiguration is the last 
painting done by Raphael (who 
worked on it until his death in 
1520). It is currently in the 
Pinacoteca Vaticana in the 
Vatican City . The lower part of 
the painting depicts the next 
part of the gospels - the healing 
of the sick boy. 
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Pandemic ‘transforms the Church into Netflix’  
The Covid-19 pandemic has “propelled the Church into the contemporary world,” says a new 
report from CPAS, an Anglican evangelical mission agency working with UK and Irish 
churches. 

‘Everyone Welcome Online’ looks at the lockdown’s impact on churches and concludes, “Last 
month we were the Odeon, today we are Netflix. 

“In the 1950s, the Odeon was okay, but then along came consumer choice, individualism and 
crowded complex lifestyles. Then came TV film channels, and now Netflix, Prime and others, 
where you can watch whatever you want, whenever you want, wherever you are on whatever 
you’ve got.” 

The authors, Bob Jackson and George Fisher, say “The Government has shut our ‘Odeons’ 
down, so in response we have stumbled into ‘Homespun Netflix’ and it’s looking promising. 

“Most churches going online have discovered that far more people are accessing their services 
than ever came to the building. What seemed initially to be a devastating blow to churches may 
actually generate growth.” 

Bishop of Sheffield Pete Wilcox described the 26-page report as “An astonishingly thorough 
and perceptive overview of online church.” 

The authors, who devised the popular ‘Everybody Welcome’ course published by Church 
House Publishing, include feedback from churches experiencing increased numbers of people 
logging in for online services, both live and recorded. 

One church reported “We’ve had a huge number of hits, many more than the number of people 
in church on a Sunday, connecting with people who would not come to a regular service.” 

The report analyses who is responding and detects groups ranging from friends and family of 
church members, to the housebound with links to the church, people linked by christenings, 
weddings or funerals, people who have moved away, occasional churchgoers and people who 
have found the church through a denominational or diocesan link. 

The authors encourage churches to make contact with people who are ‘dropping in’ to the 
services, suggesting “Contact as many people as you can to say hello and how nice it was to 
see them connect with the church, and ask how they are and how the church can help them.” 

People are finding it easier to access church online because they can join in the services 
without feeling concerned about ‘doing the wrong thing’ – like standing or sitting at the ‘wrong’ 
time – they don’t have to enter a strange building and meet new people and  they can access 
the services at a time that suits them. 

One church reported: “One previously non-churchgoer said that online she felt comfortable, 
fully part of the service and so more welcomed than if she had been in the building unsure of 
how to behave.” 

The report’s authors are keen to hear from churches about their experiences during lockdown 
and ask people to contact them at allarewelcome2020@gmail.com 

The ‘Everyone Welcome Online’ report can be accessed free at: https://www.cpas.org.uk/
church-resources/understanding-christian-leadership/everyone-welcome-online/everybody-
welcome-online/#.Xs-E7UBFxPY 

mailto:allarewelcome2020@gmail.com
https://www.cpas.org.uk/church-resources/understanding-christian-leadership/everyone-welcome-online/everybody-welcome-online/#.Xs-E7UBFxPY
https://www.cpas.org.uk/church-resources/understanding-christian-leadership/everyone-welcome-online/everybody-welcome-online/#.Xs-E7UBFxPY
https://www.cpas.org.uk/church-resources/understanding-christian-leadership/everyone-welcome-online/everybody-welcome-online/#.Xs-E7UBFxPY
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I’m not a big fan of statues – but my favourite was the life-sized figure of Christ that stood in 
London’s Trafalgar Square during the Millennium celebrations. 

It stood on the square’s previously-empty fourth plinth, going almost unnoticed among the 
surrounding grand statues and with Nelson’s Column towering above it. 

The statue, called Ecce Homo (Behold the Man), was built by conceptual artist Mark Wallinger 
and erected in 1999. He explained: “I consciously made Him life-size. We are made in God’s 
image, and He was made in our image. 

So for the statue to stand in contrast to the overgrown relics of empire was definitely part of the 
plan.” 

The figure was made of white marble resin, and depicted Christ standing before the multitude 
with His head slightly bowed. 

I found the statue of Christ deeply moving and kept returning to Trafalgar Square to stand and 
gaze at it. 

Because to me, the statue declared Christ’s vulnerability. It stood as a reminder that the God of 
all creation came to earth as a man and lived among us. He gave up His life so that we might 
have salvation. 

There, with London’s traffic rushing by, pigeons coming in to land, and tourists snapping 
photographs of each other, Christ stood unobtrusively. Standing, you could say, at the door of 
our consciousness, and asking to be let in. 

In a BBC interview at the time, the artist said that he wanted the statue to be an antidote to the 
“spiritually empty celebration” then taking place at the Millennium Dome in Greenwich. 

It certainly had a deep effect on me. In April 2017, the statue of Christ was placed on the steps of 
St Paul’s Cathedral during Easter. Again, I watched as tourists passed by not noticing the figure. 
It was a modern-day parable in marble resin. 

When the Apostle Paul took a stroll around Athens, he spotted the various altars and statues to 
the Greek gods. He found an altar ‘To an Unknown God’ and declared that this was “the God 
who made the world and everything in it” who had made Himself known in Jesus Christ. 

Just as Mark Wallinger took possession of the fourth plinth in Trafalgar Square for Jesus Christ – 
the reason for the Millennium celebrations – so Paul claimed the ‘unknown God’ altar in Athens 

for the Christian gospel. 

The Bible has always been wary of putting people on 
pedestals. It shows us all sides of the people it describes, 
warts and all. 

It tells us that Moses was a murderer, that David was an 
adulterer, that Paul persecuted the first Christians and that 
Peter denied Christ. 

But all of us have feet of clay, and few of us deserve to be 
memorialised for centuries in stone or marble. Rather, we are 
gently encouraged to love God and to love our neighbour as 
ourselves. 

Maybe that’s the best way to make our mark in history. 

by Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, 
Herts, and a former Director of Communications with the 
CofE.   

When Christ Stood in Trafalgar Square 
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August  

Book  

Review 

Where is God in a Messed-up World? 

By Roger Carswell, 10Publishing, £6.99 

This book asks (and answers) questions that 
people are asking about God, life and suffering. 
Questions such as: ‘If God exists and really is a 
God of love, then why doesn’t He stop the 
suffering and problems in our world?’ 

People often ask these questions in the wake of 
major tragedies. Glib answers don’t help.  Instead, 
Roger Carswell is realistic, admitting that there are 
things God reveals to us, and things He doesn’t 
reveal. 

But Carswell argues that the starting point is to 
find out who God is, and to figure out if He can be 
trusted – even if we don’t have all the answers. 

The author’s own experience of suffering with 
depression, and the real–life stories that are 
included, make this a compassionate book. 
Carswell encourages us that our questioning need 
not be a barrier to entrusting ourselves to 
God.  He says: “God has not only been faithful to 

me, He has been overwhelmingly kind, incredibly merciful, consistently good and 
unbelievably patient.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Godbothering - By Rhidian Brook, SPCK, £9.99 

For 20 years, bestselling novelist Rhidian Brook has 
pondered such questions as ‘Why bother with God?’, 
‘What matters in life?’, ‘Why doesn’t God intervene?’  on 
Radio 4’s Thought for the Day.  He has encouraged, 
nudged, and sometimes provoked millions into thinking 
about the possibility of a God who is intimately and 
cosmically involved in the human story. 

Over 100 of his Thoughts are presented here, forming a 
kind of alternative history of the 21st century, and inviting 
us to reflect on the deeper spiritual dimensions of our lives 
and times. 
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W.Newman 
ROOFING & REPAIRS 

 

THE ROOFING SPECIALISTS 
FOR INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC SERVICES 

 

Slate and tile specialists; 
All plastic fascias /soffits; 

Insurance work undertaken; 
All work guaranteed. 

 

Tel.  01695 627212           mob. 07774 943706 

MANOR HOUSE 
 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 
 

From a spot stain to a full clean 
 

Free on-site quotations 
A professional clean every time 

Have a cleaner & healthier home 
 

   Tel: 01257 251221 
Mob: 07908 770808 

 

We cover all areas of Skelmersdale and surrounding districts,  
including Dalton, Newburgh, Parbold, Roby Mill & UpHolland 

          A PRIVATELY OWNED BUSINESS 
• Caring & sensitive service in your hour of need 

• We offer a range of funerals and pre-paid Funeral Plans to suit all budgets and personal tastes. 

• Newly refurbished premises with private chapels of repose 

• Funerals can be arranged in the privacy of your own home or you can visit the office 
FOR A PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTACT MARGARET WHITELAM 

29-31 Sandy Lane, Skelmersdale WN8 8LA   
Tel: 01695 559868 (24 hours) 

SKELMERSDALE FUNERAL SERVICE 
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  From The Registers 
As the churches are now open again we have access to the registers 
again.  However, as Paul is on holiday I haven’t been able to obtain the 
information to put in the magazine — Sorry, Jacky.  

Noah opened up the ark and let all the animals out, telling them to “Go forth and 
multiply!” He began to close the great doors of the ark when he noticed 

that there were two snakes still sitting in a dark corner. 
Concerned, he said to them: “Didn’t you hear me? You can go 

now. Go forth and multiply.” 

“We can’t,” said the 
snakes sadly.  

“We’re adders.” 

So You Think You Might Like to Keep a Prayer Journal? - 
But Where to Start? 

 
It may sound very grand and holy, but it can 
be as simple as just jottings of issues, places 
and people who are in the news or who have 
asked for prayer. At the back you could jot 
down phrases or parts of a reading or prayer 
that resonated with you during the day. 

You could cut the edges of the pages like an 
address book and mark each with: places, 
people in need, family, friends, issues, 
celebrations, words, etc.  Whatever works for 
you – as large or as little as you like. 

Make a note of news items, things people say 
in your conversations, comments on what you 
read and so on. You don’t have to read or 
write in it every day, just when you notice 
something that ‘grips’ you. Allow God’s Holy 
Spirit to bring you His peace through the 
process and enable you to pass that on to 
others. 

Here’s an example of what the inside of your 
diary might look like.  You can use an ordinary notebook, or there are plenty of 
custom made ones available - you can find some examples here. 

A nice example, including ideas of things to pray for on days when nothing has 
happened can be found on missionofmotherhood.com and I’m sure you can find 
many more on sites like Pinterest or by simply googling ‘prayer diary ideas.’ 

Have fun - Jacky 

https://www.google.com/search?q=prayer+notebook+ideas&rlz=1C1RLBE_enGB596GB596&sxsrf=ALeKk01jHzJa5gbX--fMk_WZ2NmaPWZ2Cg:1596295592894&source=lnms&tbm=shop&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiGlJW-qPrqAhV6VBUIHUuYDZIQ_AUoAnoECA4QBA&biw=1349&bih=640#spd=4300082576270206252
https://missionofmotherhood.com/prayer-journal/
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The Parish of Up Holland & Dalton 

The Churches in The Parish are: 

St Thomas the Martyr, Up Holland St Michael and All Angels, Dalton 

Christ The Servant, Digmoor 
Contact Information 

Rector 

The Revd. Paul Lock 

The Rectory, 1a College Road, 

Up Holland, Skelmersdale WN8 0PY 

Email: paull.uph.dal@outlook.com 

Tel: 01695 622936 

Mob: 07813 019863 

Honorary Associate Priests 

The Revd. Christine Warrilow 

Tel:01695 625844 

Email: Christine@beaconview.plus.com 

The Revd. Ruth Byworth 

Tel: 01744 886481 

Email: byworth@tiscali.co.uk 

Missional Priest 

The Revd Jack Shepherd        

Email: revjshepherd@gmail.com      Tel:  

Parish Worker 

Chris Dunbar     Email: chrisjdunbar@sky.com      Tel: 07734321797 

Churchwardens  UpHolland 

Dennis Roughley                Tel:07740 164447 
Email: crm.ltd@live.co.uk 
Liz Heyes                           Tel:07500 182227  
Email: elisabethheyes@btinternet.com 

Churchwardens  Dalton 

Mark Bainbridge  
Tel:01695 556217 or Mob: 07866 765962 
Email: mlbainbridge@sky.com 
 
 

Churchwardens  Digmoor 

Barbara Price                    Tel:01695 720704      Denise Givens                 Tel:07904 364347 
Email: Barbara@a2c-ltd.com                              Email: denisegivens68@gmail.com 

Readers 
David Barker                   Tel:07814 641094                 Email: d.barker362@btinternet.com 
Nick Daunt                      Tel:01695 632326                 Email: jnickdaunt@gmail.com  
Paul Givens                     Tel:07951 522054                 Email: paulgivens68@gmail.com 

Dalton C of E (Aided) Primary School 

Head Teacher                           Mrs Robinson 

Tel: 01257 462082 

Email: bursar@dalton-st-michaels.lancs.sch.uk 
Website:https://dalton-stmichaels.co.uk/ 

St Thomas the Martyr CE Primary School 

Head Teacher                             Mr Roscoe 

Tel: 01695 622970  

Email:head@st-thomasmartyr.lancs.sch.uk 
Website:https://stthomasthemartyr.co.uk/ 

Roby Mill CE Primary School 
Headteacher:                           Mrs Stephens 

Tel: 01695 622536 

Email:bursar@robymill.lancs.sch.uk 
Web:http://www.roby-mill.lancsngfl.ac.uk/ 

Bishop Martin CE Primary School 
Headteacher:                           Mr McDonald 

Tel: 01695 724730 

Email: https://
www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/contact 
Web:https://www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/ 

Parish Magazine Editor 

Jacky Jolley 

Email articles to:  jackyjolley@gmail.com 

Magazine Sales & Distribution 

Syl Samples 

Tel: 01695 726231 

mailto:bursar@dalton-st-michaels.lancs.sch.uk
https://dalton-stmichaels.co.uk/
mailto:head@st-thomasmartyr.lancs.sch.uk
https://stthomasthemartyr.co.uk/
mailto:bursar@robymill.lancs.sch.uk
http://www.roby-mill.lancsngfl.ac.uk/
https://www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/contact
https://www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/contact
https://www.bishopmartin.lancs.sch.uk/

