
Good Friday 
 
Welcome as we gather together in spirit to worship God on this Maundy Thursday. 
 
As we keep Holy Week and Easter this year, we are inviting all those who join us through our online 
worship resources to travel back spiritually with us to the time of Jesus. As we do so, we contemplate 
how Jesus who walked on this earth 2000 years ago continues to walk with us today. We also pray that 
he will bring his love and transforming grace to us and all those we pray for. 
 
Today we think of Jesus offering himself for our salvation on the cross. 
 
As we think of Jesus dying for us and for all people, the symbol we will use alongside a candle is the 
cross. If you have a cross at home (any size and type) will do. If not, you might like to make the shape of 
a cross using paper. 
 
 
You may wish to stop this recording now, to give you time to collect a candle, matches or lighter and a 
cross. 
 

 

Lighting of a candle 

If you have a candle with you, please light it now. 

Place the cross near to the candle. 

 

Greeting 

The candle reminds us that we are in the presence of Jesus, he is with us now. 

 

We meet together in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Introduction 

Today we recall how Jesus dies on a cross for our salvation: 

 

 

Call to worship 

Jesus calls us to love one another with the same all-encompassing love that he shows for us. Let us 

reflect on the nature of that love and ask that it may grow in us. 

 

Opening prayer 

Look mercifully upon us, O Lord, 

as we come to this time of your Passion. 

Reveal again the meaning of your suffering and your death, 

that as we hear the story of your self-giving love 

we may know the cost of our forgiveness 

and the depth of your compassion. 

In your dear name we ask it. Amen. 

 
  



New Testament Reading Sit 
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews  (4:14-16; 5:7-9) 
 
Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold 
fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of 
grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was 
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he 
learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him, 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

The Questions 
We consider at this point how Jesus was questioned by the High Priest 
 
Reading   (Matthew 26: 57-68) 
 
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the 
elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; 
and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. Now the chief priests and 
the whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, but 
they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, ‘This 
fellow said, “I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.”’ The high priest stood 
up and said, ‘Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?’ But Jesus was silent. Then 
the high priest said to him, ‘I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have said so. But I tell you, 
 
From now on you will see the Son of Man 
    seated at the right hand of Power 
    and coming on the clouds of heaven.’ 
 
Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? 
You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What is your verdict?’ They answered, ‘He deserves death.’ 67 
Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, ‘Prophesy to us, you Messiah! 
Who is it that struck you?’ 
 
Prayer 
Forgive us, Lord, for the times we have been quick to condemn others, when we have questioned or 
doubted you, when we have clung to our own prejudices and traditions, for the times when we have 
sided with those appear powerful or influential, rather than standing up for the truth.  
Forgive us, Lord, and look on us in mercy. Amen. 
 
 
The Denial 
We consider now Peter’s denial 
 
Reading   (Matthew 26: 68-75) 
 
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, ‘You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean.’ But he denied it before all of them, saying, ‘I do not know what you are talking 
about.’ When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, 
‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’ Again, he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ After a 
little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent 
betrays you.’ Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know the man!’ At that moment 
the cock crowed.  
Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: ‘Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.’ 
And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 



Prayer 
Forgive us, Lord, for the times we have denied you, through fear or embarrassment or fear of ridicule, 
through the weakness of our love for you and the care we have for the opinion of others.  
Forgive us, Lord, and look on us in mercy. Amen. 
 
 
The Trial 
We consider now Jesus on trial before Pilate 
 
Reading   (Matthew 27: 1-2, 11-26) 
 
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus 
in order to bring about his death. They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the 
governor. 
 
Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ 
Jesus said, ‘You say so.’ But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. 
Then Pilate said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?’ But he gave 
him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they 
wanted. At that time, they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So, after they had gathered, 
Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called 
the Messiah?’ For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was 
sitting on the judgement seat, his wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for 
today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.’ Now the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, 
‘Which of the two do you want me to release for you?’ And they said, ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, 
‘Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ 
Then he asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be crucified!’ 
 
So, when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water 
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’ 
Then the people as a whole answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ So, he released 
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
 
 
Prayer 
Your silence spoke of innocence 
and the mockery revealed your majesty. 
Give us eyes to see your glory 
in the humility of your self-giving. 
Give us grace 
to respond to your love revealed in suffering; 
our salvation declared upon your cross. Amen. 
 
 
 
The Crucifixion 
We ponder now on the mystery of the crucifixion and death of Jesus 
 
Reading   (Matthew 27: 33-51) 
 
When they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to 
drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they 
divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 
Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ 
 



Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by 
derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘You who would destroy the temple and build it in three 
days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.’ In the same way the chief 
priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 
He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, “I am God’s Son.”’ The bandits who 
were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. 
 
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land[p] until three in the afternoon. And about three 
o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man is calling for Elijah.’ At 
once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 
drink. But the others said, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.’ Then Jesus cried again 
with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from 
top to bottom.  
 
Prayer 
Go with us, Lord, from your Passion, 
that in hope and expectation 
we may look beyond the tomb 
and meet again to celebrate your resurrection, 
for through your death we come to new life. Amen. 
 
 
 
The Cross of Jesus 
It is traditional on Good Friday for us to draw close to the Cross of Jesus, to imagine ourselves on 
Calvary. This is meant to be an intensely private moment when each of us feels and knows ourselves to 
be in the presence of Jesus, as he hangs on the cross for our salvation. 
 
In a few moments, use either the cross you have with you, or the image of the cross here. Look upon 
Jesus, your Saviour. Open your heart to him. Speak to him of the things you need him to forgive, of the 
things you need him to heal. Allow Jesus to look into your heart and your soul, and in so doing, allow him 
to take away the darkness. Remember that he hangs there for you, for me, for everyone, because of his 
love for all of us. 
 
 
Music is played as we reflect on the mystery of the crucifixion 
 
  



The Lord’s Prayer 
As Jesus, who died for our salvation has taught us, so we pray: 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Prayer after Communion  Sit/kneel 
Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


