
 

5th Sunday of Lent (A) 
 
Jesus raises his dear friend Lazarus to life and restores the faith of Lazarus’ sisters Martha and 
Mary. But in Bethany, only two miles from Jerusalem, Jesus’ own life is increasingly at risk from 
the authorities there. 
 
The Greeting   
In the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
The Lord be with you 
and also with you 
 
Introduction    
Today is the beginning of Passiontide – the time when we focus on the suffering and death of 
Jesus. 
 
In today’s Gospel, we hear about the time when Jesus raised his friend Lazarus to life. The name 
Lazarus means ‘God helps’ and the word Bethany means ‘House of Affliction.’ We are reminded 
in today’s Gospel that our faith is not just about looking forward to the reward of eternal life in 
heaven, it is very much about today and now. Jesus comes to us in our times of darkness, 
distress and loneliness. He calls us, as he did Lazarus and his family, to trust him and to come 
out of our darkness into his light, love and peace. 
 
Prayer of Confession   
Jesus died that we might live forgiven and free lives. Let us respond to his call and move forward 
to be cleansed and renewed in faith. 
  
For those times when we have allowed the world’s opinions rather than God’s word to shape our 
thinking. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those times when we have allowed pressure from others to silence us and when we have not 
imitated Christ in our words and actions. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
For those times when we have allowed our own needs and desires to limit our loving and our 
caring. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
May almighty God have mercy on us, + forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
The Collect    
Gracious Father,  
you gave up your Son out of love for the world:  
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,  
that we may know eternal peace 
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 



First Reading    
Paul exhorts his readers to focus on the Sprit that dwells in them, reminding them that the Spirit 
who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to their mortal bodies. 
 
A reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Romans   (8: 6-11) 
 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law – indeed 
it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel:    
At Bethany, Jesus raises his friend Lazarus from the dead, foreshadowing his own death and 
emergence from the tomb. Many of those who witness this miracle believe in Jesus. 
  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John (11: 1-45) 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
The sisters Martha and Mary sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when 
Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it.’  
 
Though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, 
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 
 
Jesus was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ 
They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he 
loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?’ 
 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I 
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. 



And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 
The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
 
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
Homily   
 

Intercessions   
Let us come to the Lord in prayer, confident that God listens to our hearts as well as our words. 
 
We pray our world at this difficult time, for all who are working hard to reduce the spread of the 
Coronavirus and to look after all those who have been affected in any way. 
 
As we reflect on today’s Gospel, we hold in God’s presence all those people experiencing grief 
and bereavement. May their hearts be open to God. May they know God’s grace and peace at 
this time. 
 
We pray for those who are terrorised by imagined danger. May the Spirit comfort and reassure 
them and banish the source of fear. May they see and know in Jesus that God will be with them 
at all times. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who are struggling with loss of hope – those who are bereaved, jobless, or 
disadvantaged in any way. We ask for comfort and a new way forward. May they also receive 
love and support from family, friends, neighbours and colleagues. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for ourselves in our places of need, where we wait to see God at work. We ask for 
patience and the joy of God’s presence. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who are sick and in any kind of need. We pray for all who are being cared for in 
care homes, hospital, hospice, or their own home. For all who are anxious because of the 
Coronavirus and its impact. For all who feel alone or afraid. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In a moment of silence, let us offer our own prayers to the Lord. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for hearing our prayers. Help us to trust that your answers come never too 
early nor too late, but just at the right time. 
 
Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 



The Peace    
Let us reflect on God’s steadfast love for us as we prepare to receive this peace with each other. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you:  
and also with you.  
 
The Eucharistic Prayer   
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near 
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty. 
 
The power of the life-giving cross 
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world 
and the triumph of Christ crucified. 
He is the victim who dies no more, 
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, 
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause, 
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels, 
for ever praising you and saying:: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you 
thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given 
for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; This is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 



 
And so Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins 
of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his 
coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. As we offer you this our sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for 
counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this one 
bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, may praise and glorify 
you for ever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be 
yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

As Jesus, who is the resurrection and the life, has taught us, so we pray: 
  
Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
Breaking of the Bread  
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ:  
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
 
Agnus Dei    
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
  
Holy Communion   
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 



Spiritual Communion 
There are times when people are unable to receive the Body and Blood of Christ. Even when we 
cannot receive Holy Communion, all are united as the Body of Christ. This prayer helps us to 
receive Christ spiritually and to know that he is with us at all times. 
  
My Jesus, 
I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar. 
I love you above all things 
and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come spiritually into my soul 
so that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever. Amen.  
 
After Communion   
Lord Jesus Christ,  
you have taught us  
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters  
we do also for you:  
give us the will to be the servant of others  
as you were the servant of all,  
and gave up your life and died for us,  
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Blessing     
May you stand firm in the presence of God, 
talk freely to Jesus our Saviour, 
and know that the Spirit guides you at all times: 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the + Son,  
and the Holy Spirit,  
come down upon you  
and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Let us go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 


