
Holy Tuesday 
 
Welcome as we gather together in spirit to worship God on this Holy Tuesday. 
 
As we keep Holy Week and Easter this year, we are inviting all those who join us through our online 
worship resources to travel back spiritually with us to the time of Jesus. As we do so, we contemplate 
how Jesus who walked on this earth 2000 years ago continues to walk with us today. We also pray that 
he will bring his love and transforming grace to us and all those we pray for. 
 
Today we think of the woman who anointed Jesus with expensive aromatic oil. This could be thought of 
as a time of Preparation in the context of Holy Week. 
 
During our services this week, we are inviting you, if you can do so safely, to light a candle as we pray 
together.  
 
As we think of the woman anointing Jesus with costly perfume, you make like to place a small container 
of perfume or aftershave near you candle. By opening the container, you may find that the aroma helps 
you to think about the woman and the anointing more clearly. 
 
You may wish to stop this recording now, to give you time to collect a candle, matches or lighter and a 
bottle of perfume or aftershave or other scented product. 

 

 

Lighting of a candle 

If you have a candle with you, please light it now. 

 

Greeting 

The candle reminds us that we are in the presence of Jesus, he is with us now. 

 

We meet together in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Introduction 

Today we recall all that happened when Jesus was anointed with expensive oil: 

 

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with an 

alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his 

head. But some were there who said to one another in anger, ‘Why was the ointment wasted in this 

way? For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given 

to the poor.’ And they scolded her. But Jesus said, ‘Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has 

performed a good service for me. For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to 

them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she has 

anointed my body beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good news[d] is proclaimed in 

the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.’     

      (Matthew 14: 3-9) 

 

Call to worship 

Come, pilgrim people. 

Come to worship the liberator and peacemaker 

who was anointed by in preparation for his death and burial. 

Come to worship, pilgrim people.  



A gathering prayer 

Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, 

who stand by night in the house of the Lord! 

Lift up your hands to the holy place, and bless the Lord. 

May the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth, bless you from Zion. 

 

 

A pray as we journey together this week 

Draw us, Lord, to yourself by the power of your Spirit. 

Quieten our hearts and our minds as we approach in worship. 

Hold us in the love of your Son as we follow him through this Holy Week. 

Journey with us, Lord. 

 

 

A prayer of confession 

Lord, for the blindness that prevents us from seeing your glory: 

in your mercy, forgive us. 

 

Lord, for the meanness that restricts our thankfulness: 

in your mercy, forgive us. 

 

Lord, for out failure to honour you as king: 

in your mercy, forgive us. 

 

For the pride that prevents us from admitting our faults: 

in your mercy, forgive us. 

 

For our lack of faith: 

in your mercy, forgive us. 

 

May the Lord forgive us. 
May he grant us peace in our hearts. 
May he lead us by his Spirit, 
into the ways of justice and peace. Amen. 
 
 
Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God,  
who in your tender love towards the human race  
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ  
to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross:  
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility,  
and also be made partakers of his resurrection;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

  



Psalm   (103: 1-5) 
 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all this is within me, bless his holy name 
 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits -  
 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
 
who satisfies you with good as long as you live 
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
 
 
 
The Gospel 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John 

(12: 1-11) 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from 
the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table 
with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them 
with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his 
disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred 
denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but 
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, 
‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the 
poor with you, but you do not always have me.’ 
 
When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but 
also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So, the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to 
death as well, since it was on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in 
Jesus. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Address 
The story of the woman who anoints Jesus appears in all four gospels, however, in both Matthew and 
Mark Jesus promises that the extravagant gift of anointing him will be ‘recalled wherever the good news 
is proclaimed in the whole world.’ These words imply a deep connection between her generous act and 
the message of the gospel. All four accounts of this anointing reveal key ideas about the person of Jesus 
and the meaning of his death and resurrection. 
 
The actual act of anointing reveals the woman’s faith in Jesus as King and Messiah. This is clearly 
shown in those accounts where it is said she anointed him on his head. Kings were anointed with oil on 
their head during their enthronement. In Holy Week the anointing is closely linked with Jesus triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem, and his is hailed as king. The Messiah was also believed to be someone who was 
anointed by God - as the anointed one, the Messiah was tasked with bringing in the Kingdom of God. 
 



The Kingdom that Jesus is bringing in is a relationship between humans and God which had been 
broken by human sin. Jesus is the one who heals that brokenness by forgiveness. At the heart of the 
Gospel message is forgiveness, reconciliation and the transformation that these bring. 
 
The act of anointing someone was not only about offering them refreshment, it is also about showing 
them respect.  It was an act of honouring. Anointing the dead was also important in Biblical times 
because it was a way of showing forgiveness to the dead person for any wrongdoing and offering them 
acts of kindness for any times these had not been offered during their life on earth. Making the link 
between this anointing of Jesus and his approaching death reminds us all of the terrible cost borne by 
Jesus to gain our forgiveness. 
 
It can be all too easy for us to take our forgiveness for granted by not expressing our gratitude to God for 
our renewed relationship with him or by failing to acknowledge the cost of that forgiveness. Forgiveness 
is not just about dealing with past wrongs; it is the springboard for living transformed lives. Through 
forgiveness we are no longer locked into past events but have been given hope for the future. 
Forgiveness releases us from guilt and the burden and brokenness of the past. It makes it possible for 
us to move on into our new future.  
 
At this time of reflection, we are encouraged to ask ourselves how fully we appreciate God’s forgiveness 
and the cost he willingly bore for that. How much in our daily lives do we show how true this is for us? 
How well do we show others that we really are an Easter people with all that truly means. 
 
Prayer 
Lord you come to be with us, our most honoured guest. 
May we welcome you with joy. 
 
Lord, you are our king, the anointed one. 
May we serve you and obey you. 
 
Lord, you forgive us and love us. 
May we praise you and worship you. 
 
Lord, you died, and you rose again for us. 
Prepare us for your Passion and resurrection. 
 
Lord, we pray for those who are burdened with guilt, 
that they may know your forgiveness 
and live to give you thanks. Amen. 
 
Lord, we pray for the poor and the homeless, 
for the hungry and the unloved, 
that we may be generous in our giving. Amen. 
 
Lord, we pray for those who suffer and are in pain, 
for the dying and those who care for them, 
that they may know your presence and your comfort. Amen. 
 
Lord, we pray for all leaders and those who bear great responsibility, 
for wisdom in their decision making and integrity in their actions, 
that all people may be ruled with justice and honesty. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
  



Prayers of Intercession 
 
As we pray, we ask God to direct our hearts and minds to doing good in the world, to further the 
kingdom.  
 
We pray for all those who feel disempowered. May they learn to lean on God for strength and resolve. 
Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who hold positions of power yet abuse it. May they relinquish control and allow God to 
direct their words and deeds. Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the Church. May all the individuals within it choose to act in mercy, justice and kindness.  
Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who are sick and who suffer in body, mind or spirit. We also pray for those who love them 
and all who care for them. Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who have died, that they may receive the gift of everlasting life. Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for ourselves. May we learn to live fully in faith for the furtherance of God’s kingdom. 
Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of all, we thank you for the gift of your only Son, Jesus Christ, and we ask you to hear our prayers, 
in his name. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As Jesus, who is the true vine and bread of life, has taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
  



Final Prayers 
As we come to the end of our time of worship,  
let us continue to celebrate Christ our king, 
the liberator, the servant, 
the one who caused disturbance – 
and we ask for the grace and strength of God to do the same. Amen. 
 
 
A personal prayer 
Let us pray together, as we say: 
 
Jesus, I journey with you today, 
as you journey with me. 
Let me go where you go.  
Let me speak your words. 
Give me the grace to bring  
your peace and your love  
into the world by all I say and do. Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
May the Lord hold each one of us in his loving arms; 
may he grant us restful sleep and peace in our hearts; 
may he bless us and keep us safe this day, this night, and always. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 


