
Christ the King (Year A) 
 
In a dramatic image, a king separates people into two camps on the basis of how 

they behaved towards vulnerable people: did they act with compassion towards 
them, or not? 
 
The Greeting  
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Today, with Christians around the world, we gather to celebrate Christ the King. In 
this celebration, we are reminded that the God we love reigns supreme, but the 
same God also serves. Through our worship we reach out both to praise God’s 
majesty and to receive God’s wisdom, insight and strength, so that our lives might 
be offered in open, honest, loving service. 
 
Welcome  
We have been called as one flock into God’s presence, 
where there is nurture, a place to rest, safety,  
love and kindness for all. 
 
Today, as we draw near to God, through Christ our Servant King, 
let us remember all those who do not know God, 
any who feel unloved and unwanted, 
those who feel anxious, afraid and forgotten, 
and let us ask the Lord to help us, as his faithful disciples, 
to draw those we can into the loving fellowship 
of Christ the Shepherd King. 
 
Let us pray together: 
 
Lord Jesus, you are the King of kings, 
the King of Love and the Servant King. 
May we show your love 
in the way we serve each other, 
that your kingdom may come on earth 
as it is in heaven. Amen,  



The Penitential Rite  
Today, we celebrate the feast of Christ the King. When we think of a king we think 
of someone who is very remote from his people and who lords it over them. But 
Christ is not like that. He lives among us and came not as a powerful, earthly ruler, 
but as a servant who willingly serves everyone. He taught us that the best way to 
show our love and loyalty to him is by serving one another. 
 
Lord, Jesus, you say to us: Follow me and share with one another.’ 
For the times we have failed to share generously: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, Jesus, you say to us: ‘Follow me, and forgive one another.’ 
For the times we have failed to forgive others.  Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord, Jesus, you say to us: ‘Follow me, and love one another.’ 
For the times we have failed to love others. Lord, have mercy. 
 
May almighty God have mercy on us, + forgive us our sins and bring us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 
 
 
Prayer of Praise 
Yours, Lord, is the earth and all in it. 
The valleys, mountains, seas and spray; 
the land, the pastures, the trees and fauna. 
All around us, we see stories of your bounty, 
your exuberant goodness, your flourishing provision. 
You have made us to live here, 
nurtured by this earth, and by work. 
We find joy in this vocation, to be your people, 
living, working, resting, supporting. 
We thank you for the gifts of living, 
and for these gifts of bounty all around us. 
Help us to show our love and devotion to you, 
by the ways we love each other 
and care for all you have created. Amen.  



Collect   
God the Father,  
help us to hear the call of Christ the King  
and to follow in his service,  
whose kingdom has no end;  
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, one glory.  Amen. 
 
 
First Reading  
God the Good Shepherd preferentially cares for the flock’s weakest members while 
condemning those who trample down their companions to further their own self-
interest. 
 
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel  (34: 11-16, 20-24)  
 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 
As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so 
I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have 
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own 
land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in 
all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the 
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good 
grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 
Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up 
the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I 
will feed them with justice. 
 
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat 
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and 
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 
wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 
between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant 
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the 
LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the 
LORD, have spoken. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
  



Second Reading  
St Paul reminds us that whatever good we do, whatever power we wield, ultimate 
authority over Church and creation is God’s alone, dispensed through Christ. 
 
A reading from the St Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians  (1: 15-23)  
 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 
the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is 
his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
  



The Gospel:   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
You, Christ, are the King of glory, 
the eternal Son of the Father.. 
Alleluia! 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ + according to St Matthew (25: 31-46) 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and 
the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you 
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it 
that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he 
will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me 
no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you 
did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do 
it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
 
Address/Reflection  
 
  



Proclamation of Faith 
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to reaffirm your faith, and commitment to Christ. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life? 
We believe and trust in God the Father. 
  
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature? 
We believe and trust in God the Son. 
  
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit who gives life to the people of God? 
We believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit. 
  
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  



Prayers of Intercession 
Let us with confidence present our prayers and supplications to the throne of 
grace. 
 
We pray for all those in positions of power, that they may govern with wisdom 
and integrity, serving the needs of their people. 
May your reign come; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the Church, the sign of your reign, that it may extend your welcome 
to people of every race and background. 
May your kingdom come; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for Christians of every denomination, that together we may come to 
understand the royal priesthood you bestowed on us in baptism. 
May your dominion come; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those whose commitment to truth brings them into conflict with 
earthly powers, that they may have the courage to endure. 
May your rule come; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for this community of faith, that attentive to your word we may always 
worship in spirit and in truth. 
May your reign come; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who are sick in body, mind or spirit. Hear us Lord as we bring to 
you from our hearts those who we are concerned about at this time (pause) 
We continue to hold before you all who have been affected by Coronavirus. 
May your healing come; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We remember all who have died, especially those who have loved and 
encouraged us and all who have served you faithfully as disciples during their 
earthly journey. May they now enjoy life in the presence of Christ the King. 
May your eternity come; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, you have taught us that the power of the heart is greater than the 
power of wealth and might. Hear us as we pray for the fulfilment of your reign. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our King; to him be glory and power for ever. 
Amen. 
 
  



The Peace  

 
As we celebrate Christ our King and commit ourselves once again to serve 
him faithfully, let us hold in prayer  

• all those who we want to reach out to,  

• all those we want to serve 

• all those we want to love 

• all those we want to bring to Christ 

• all those we want to know the peace of Christ 

(pause for silent prayer) 
 
 
To crown all things there must be love, 
to bind all together and complete the whole. 
 
For the times when we are sick: 
may we have healing and peace. 
 
For the times when we are isolated: 
may we have fellowship and peace. 
 
For the times when we are oppressed: 
may we have justice and peace. 
 
For the times when we are exposed: 
may we have dignity and peace. 
 
For the times when we are mistreated: 
may we have humanity and peace. 
 
For the times when we are ignored: 
may we be heard and have peace. 
 
For the times when we ignore, or isolate, 
or oppress, or expose or mistreat: 
may we seek forgiveness and peace. Amen. 
 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
 
May the peace of the Lord be always with you:  
and also with you.  
 
Pause for silent prayer 
  



Prayer over the gifts 
Blessed be God, 
who enthrones us with Christ in the heavenly realms. 
May we feed upon the bread of God 
and drink the royal wine of heaven. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer  
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
For with the oil of gladness 
you have anointed Christ the Lord, your only Son, 
to be our great high priest and king of all creation. 
As priest, he offered himself once for all upon the altar of the cross 
and redeemed the human race by this perfect sacrifice of peace. 
As king he claims dominion over all your creatures, 
that he may bring before your infinite majesty 
a kingdom of truth and life, 
a kingdom of holiness and grace, 
a kingdom of justice, love and peace. 
And so with angels and archangels 
and all the heavenly host, 
we proclaim your glory 
and join their unending hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth  
are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
  



Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ:  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you;  
This is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world 
 
And so Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours,  
almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
  



The Lord’s Prayer   
Uniting our voices with Christ the King, and all his faithful disciples, 
let us pray to God the Father, as we say: 
 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Breaking of the Bread   
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
 
 
Agnus Dei   
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
 
 
Invitation 
Jesus is the living bread which came down from heaven: 
if anyone eats of this bread, they will live for ever. 
Lord, give us this bread always.  



 
Post Communion Prayer  
 

Let us pray: 
 
Father, through Christ the King, 
you give us food for everlasting life. 
Help us to live by his Gospel, 
and to serve you faithfully, 
by the loving service we offer to others. 
Bring us finally to the joy of his kingdom, 
where he lives and reigns with you forever. Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal  
Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will, 
that you may reign with him in glory: 
and the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
come down upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
The Eucharist is ended, our service must now begin.  
Let us all go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
+ In the name of Christ. Amen. 


