
Bible Study  For 14th Sunday after Trinity  (Proper 19) 
 

Genesis 50.15-21;  Romans 14.1-12;  Matthew 18.21-35 
 
 

Opening prayer 
Our desire, our need, our yearning 
draws us together to worship God. 
Unexplainable, unimaginable, 
unbelievable, incomprehensible love, 
pulls at our heart strings, 
tugs at our emotions, 
turns our eyes beyond the seeing. 
All-encompassing God, just as we are, we come. 
Amen. 
  



Old Testament: Genesis 50.15-21 

 

Genesis 50.15-21  
(New Revised Standard Version) 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, 
Joseph’s brothers said, ‘What if Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back 
in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?’ 16 So they approached[b] Joseph, 
saying, ‘Your father gave this instruction 
before he died, 17 “Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the 
wrong they did in harming you.” Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the 
servants of the God of your father.’ Joseph 
wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his 
brothers also wept,[c] fell down before him, 
and said, ‘We are here as your slaves.’ 19 But 
Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! Am I 
in the place of God? 20 Even though you 
intended to do harm to me, God intended it 
for good, in order to preserve a numerous 
people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no 
fear; I myself will provide for you and your 
little ones.’ In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them. 
 

Genesis 50.15-21  
(The Message) 
14-15 After burying his father, Joseph went 
back to Egypt. All his brothers who had come 
with him to bury his father returned with him. 
After the funeral, Joseph’s brothers talked 
among themselves: “What if Joseph is 
carrying a grudge and decides to pay us 
back for all the wrong we did him?” 
16-17 So they sent Joseph a message, “Before 
his death, your father gave this command: 
Tell Joseph, ‘Forgive your brothers’ sin—all 
that wrongdoing. They did treat you very 
badly.’ Will you do it? Will you forgive the 
sins of the servants of your father’s God?” 
When Joseph received their message, he 
wept. 
18 Then the brothers went in person to him, 
threw themselves on the ground before him 
and said, “We’ll be your slaves.” 
19-21 Joseph replied, “Don’t be afraid. Do I act 
for God? Don’t you see, you planned evil 
against me but God used those same plans 
for my good, as you see all around you right 
now—life for many people. Easy now, you 
have nothing to fear; I’ll take care of you and 
your children.” He reassured them, speaking 
with them heart-to-heart. 
 

Genesis 50.15-21 (Contemporary English 
Version) 
15 After Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers said to 
each other, “What if Joseph still hates us and 
wants to get even with us for all the cruel 
things we did to him?” 
16 So they sent this message to Joseph: 
Before our father died, 17 he told us, “You did 
some cruel and terrible things to Joseph, but 
you must ask him to forgive you.” 
Now we ask you to please forgive the terrible 
things we did. After all, we serve the same 
God that your father worshiped. 
When Joseph heard this, he started crying. 
18 Right then, Joseph’s brothers came and 
bowed down to the ground in front of him and 
said, “We are your slaves.” 
19 But Joseph told them, “Don’t be afraid! I 
have no right to change what God has 
decided. 20 You tried to harm me, but God 
made it turn out for the best, so that he could 
save all these people, as he is now 
doing. 21 Don’t be afraid! I will take care of 
you and your children.” After Joseph said 
this, his brothers felt much better. 
 

 
 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+50&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-1523b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+50&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-1525c


Bible notes 

Old Testament: Genesis 50.15-21 

The wonderful soap opera of Joseph’s brothers is reaching its climax. The dramatic reveal has happened, now we await the 

consequences. Are we, like Joseph’s brothers, expecting some kind of ‘Revenge of the Younger Brother’ for all that his older 

siblings put him through? Hollywood could write such a script and we would think it fair enough – and dramatically satisfying. 

But not here. Joseph met God somewhere along the way, and that meeting humbled him and showed him a better way – that 

of forgiveness. And not just forgiveness in words, but also in life-sustaining action for his brothers and their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



New Testament: Romans 14.1-12 

Romans 14.1-12   
(New Revised Standard Version) 
Welcome those who are weak in faith,[a] but 
not for the purpose of quarrelling over 
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, 
while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those 
who eat must not despise those who abstain, 
and those who abstain must not pass 
judgement on those who eat; for God has 
welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass 
judgement on servants of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for the Lord[b] is able 
to make them stand. 
5 Some judge one day to be better than 
another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 
minds. 6 Those who observe the day, 
observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those 
who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they 
give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 
abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks 
to God. 
7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not 
die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so 
then, whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died 
and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 
both the dead and the living. 
10 Why do you pass judgement on your 
brother or sister?[c] Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister?[d] For we will 
all stand before the judgement seat of 
God.[e] 11 For it is written, 

Romans 14.1-12   
(The Message) 
Welcome with open arms fellow believers 
who don’t see things the way you do. And 
don’t jump all over them every time they do 
or say something you don’t agree with—even 
when it seems that they are strong on 
opinions but weak in the faith department. 
Remember, they have their own history to 
deal with. Treat them gently. 
2-4 For instance, a person who has been 
around for a while might well be convinced 
that he can eat anything on the table, while 
another, with a different background, might 
assume he should only be a vegetarian and 
eat accordingly. But since both are guests at 
Christ’s table, wouldn’t it be terribly rude if 
they fell to criticizing what the other ate or 
didn’t eat? God, after all, invited them both to 
the table. Do you have any business 
crossing people off the guest list or 
interfering with God’s welcome? If there are 
corrections to be made or manners to be 
learned, God can handle that without your 
help. 
5 Or, say, one person thinks that some days 
should be set aside as holy and another 
thinks that each day is pretty much like any 
other. There are good reasons either way. 
So, each person is free to follow the 
convictions of conscience. 
6-9 What’s important in all this is that if you 
keep a holy day, keep it for God’s sake; if 
you eat meat, eat it to the glory of God and 
thank God for prime rib; if you’re a 

Romans 14.1-12   
(Contemporary English Version) 
Welcome all the Lord’s followers, even those 
whose faith is weak. Don’t criticize them for 
having beliefs that are different from 
yours. 2 Some think it is all right to eat 
anything, while those whose faith is weak will 
eat only vegetables. 3 But you should not 
criticize others for eating or for not eating. 
After all, God welcomes everyone. 4 What 
right do you have to criticize someone else’s 
servants? Only their Lord can decide if they 
are doing right, and the Lord will make sure 
that they do right. 
5 Some of the Lord’s followers think one day 
is more important than another. Others think 
all days are the same. But each of you 
should make up your own mind. 6 Any 
followers who count one day more important 
than another day do it to honor their Lord. 
And any followers who eat meat give thanks 
to God, just like the ones who don’t eat meat. 
7 Whether we live or die, it must be for God, 
rather than for ourselves. 8 Whether we live 
or die, it must be for the Lord. Alive or dead, 
we still belong to the Lord. 9 This is because 
Christ died and rose to life, so that he would 
be the Lord of the dead and of the 
living. 10 Why do you criticize other followers 
of the Lord? Why do you look down on 
them? The day is coming when God will 
judge all of us. 11 In the Scriptures God says, 
“I swear by my very life 
that everyone will kneel down 
    and praise my name!” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28267a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28270b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28276c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28276d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28276e


‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me, 
    and every tongue shall give praise 
to[f] God.’ 
12 So then, each of us will be accountable to 
God.[g] 
 

vegetarian, eat vegetables to the glory of 
God and thank God for broccoli. None of us 
are permitted to insist on our own way in 
these matters. It’s God we are answerable 
to—all the way from life to death and 
everything in between—not each other. 
That’s why Jesus lived and died and then 
lived again: so that he could be our Master 
across the entire range of life and death, and 
free us from the petty tyrannies of each 
other. 
10-12 So where does that leave you when you 
criticize a brother? And where does that 
leave you when you condescend to a sister? 
I’d say it leaves you looking pretty silly—or 
worse. Eventually, we’re all going to end up 
kneeling side by side in the place of 
judgment, facing God. Your critical and 
condescending ways aren’t going to improve 
your position there one bit. Read it for 
yourself in Scripture: 
“As I live and breathe,” God says, 
    “every knee will bow before me; 
Every tongue will tell the honest truth 
    that I and only I am God.” 
So tend to your knitting. You’ve got your 
hands full just taking care of your own life 
before God. 
 

12 And so, each of us must give an account to 
God for what we do. 
 

 
 
 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28277f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28278g


Bible notes 

New Testament: Romans 14.1-12 

Welcome is key to making church work. Whatever our preferred menu (vv.2-3), we are all servants of the one master, Jesus. 

So, we should each know our own minds (v.5b). Paul talked about our minds in 12.1-2, for how we think is key to how we live. 

And though ‘welcome’ (v.1) is an action, ‘looking down on’ (v.3) is an attitude, and one that leads to passing judgement. It is 

not consistent with the renewed way of thinking Paul expects. 

The theology at the heart of this is that our whole life is lived for the Lord (vv.6-8). Paul emphasises the unity created by Jesus 

by speaking of the common judgement we will all face (v.10). The whole point of thinking differently (12.1-2) is that the new 

age has begun in the resurrection of Jesus, and we live in this new age according to the different standards Paul has spelled 

out in 13.8-14 (especially love of neighbour). And we will have to account for the lives we have lived in the light of this (v.12). 

 
 
 
  



Gospel: Matthew 18.21-35 

 

Matthew 18.21-35  
(New Revised Standard Version) 
Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if 
another member of the church[g] sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as 
seven times?’ 22 Jesus said to him, ‘Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-
seven[h] times. 
23 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he 
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents[i] was brought to him; 25 and, 
as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to 
be sold, together with his wife and children 
and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.” 27 And out of pity for 
him, the lord of that slave released him and 
forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-
slaves who owed him a hundred 
denarii;[j] and seizing him by the throat, he 
said, “Pay what you owe.” 29 Then his fellow-
slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.” 30 But 
he refused; then he went and threw him into 
prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When 
his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and 
said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you 

Matthew 18.21-35  
(The Message) 
At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, 
“Master, how many times do I forgive a 
brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?” 
22 Jesus replied, “Seven! Hardly. Try seventy 
times seven. 
23-25 “The kingdom of God is like a king who 
decided to square accounts with his 
servants. As he got under way, one servant 
was brought before him who had run up a 
debt of a hundred thousand dollars. He 
couldn’t pay up, so the king ordered the man, 
along with his wife, children, and goods, to 
be auctioned off at the slave market. 
26-27 “The poor wretch threw himself at the 
king’s feet and begged, ‘Give me a chance 
and I’ll pay it all back.’ Touched by his plea, 
the king let him off, erasing the debt. 
28 “The servant was no sooner out of the 
room when he came upon one of his fellow 
servants who owed him ten dollars. He 
seized him by the throat and demanded, ‘Pay 
up. Now!’ 
29-31 “The poor wretch threw himself down 
and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it 
all back.’ But he wouldn’t do it. He had him 
arrested and put in jail until the debt was 
paid. When the other servants saw this going 
on, they were outraged and brought a 
detailed report to the king. 
32-35 “The king summoned the man and said, 
‘You evil servant! I forgave your entire debt 
when you begged me for mercy. Shouldn’t 

Matthew 18.21-35  
(Contemporary English Version) 
Peter came up to the Lord and asked, “How 
many times should I forgive someone[e] who 
does something wrong to me? Is seven times 
enough?” 
22 Jesus answered: 
Not just seven times, but seventy-seven 
times![f] 23 This story will show you what the 
kingdom of heaven is like: 
One day a king decided to call in his officials 
and ask them to give an account of what they 
owed him. 24 As he was doing this, one 
official was brought in who owed him fifty 
million silver coins. 25 But he didn’t have any 
money to pay what he owed. The king 
ordered him to be sold, along with his wife 
and children and all he owned, in order to 
pay the debt. 
26 The official got down on his knees and 
began begging, “Have pity on me, and I will 
pay you every cent I owe!” 27 The king felt 
sorry for him and let him go free. He even 
told the official that he did not have to pay 
back the money. 
28 As the official was leaving, he happened to 
meet another official, who owed him a 
hundred silver coins. So he grabbed the man 
by the throat. He started choking him and 
said, “Pay me what you owe!” 
29 The man got down on his knees and began 
begging, “Have pity on me, and I will pay you 
back.” 30 But the first official refused to have 
pity. Instead, he went and had the other 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23747g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23748h
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all that debt because you pleaded with 
me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on 
you?” 34 And in anger his lord handed him 
over to be tortured until he should pay his 
entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will 
also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister[k] from your 
heart.’ 
 

you be compelled to be merciful to your 
fellow servant who asked for mercy?’ The 
king was furious and put the screws to the 
man until he paid back his entire debt. And 
that’s exactly what my Father in heaven is 
going to do to each one of you who doesn’t 
forgive unconditionally anyone who asks for 
mercy.” 
 

official put in jail until he could pay what he 
owed. 
31 When some other officials found out what 
had happened, they felt sorry for the man 
who had been put in jail. Then they told the 
king what had happened. 32 The king called 
the first official back in and said, “You’re an 
evil man! When you begged for mercy, I said 
you did not have to pay back a cent. 33 Don’t 
you think you should show pity to someone 
else, as I did to you?” 34 The king was so 
angry that he ordered the official to be 
tortured until he could pay back everything 
he owed. 35 That is how my Father in heaven 
will treat you, if you don’t forgive each of my 
followers with all your heart. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23761k


Bible notes 

Gospel: Matthew 18.21-35 

What Jesus has just said (see last week) gives rise to Peter’s question: How often should I forgive the one who sins against 

me? There should be a limit, so Peter pitches ‘seven times’ – which sounds generous and is more than suggested by 

contemporary rabbis who thought three would be enough. But Jesus tells him to stop counting. Forgiveness is a lifestyle not an 

equation. 

The numbers plunge us into the Old Testament where we come face to face with the logic of Jesus’ response. Peter’s number 

echoes the seven-fold vengeance threatened to those who harm Cain. Jesus’ seventy times seven echoes the Jubilee at the 

heart of Old Testament life. Those living the Jubilee are perpetually forgiving. 

To illustrate this, Jesus tells a parable that comes from the everyday world of life in the empire – the very world that the Jubilee 

was meant to regulate. It is a story at once funny and serious. The amounts owed make the story fantastical and amusing. The 

attitude of the slave is chilling as we realise Jesus is talking about Peter – and us. 

A talent was the largest unit of currency (actually a measure of weight, about 30kg, usually of silver) worth 6,000 denarii. A 

denarius was a good day’s wage for a labourer. Myria (10,000, from where we get the word ‘myriad’) was the biggest number 

in Greek. So here Jesus is saying that this slave owed the biggest number of the largest unit of currency to his master. We 

might say that he owed zillions! 

Unable to pay such a debt, the slave throws himself on his master’s mercy. The master’s heart goes out to him (‘took pity’, 

v.27, is the same term that is used of Jesus in 9.36) and he writes off the entire amount. Wow! Having experienced such 

grace, the slave then demands that a colleague pay back the few pounds he owes him and throws him in jail when he doesn’t. 

Don’t we cheer when the first slave gets his comeuppance! Yet, like Nathan’s parable of the poor man’s lamb (2 Samuel 12), 

we are cheering our own downfall. This, says Jesus, is the outcome of Peter’s calculus. The parable serves to illustrate the 

foundational principle of relationships among disciples – namely that they are built on perpetual forgiveness. 

 
 
 



The links between the lectionary readings 

Relationships depend on forgiveness and focusing on what brings us together rather than what drives us apart. Joseph is the 

embodiment of a forgiving heart, and Paul argues that relationships within the church depend on us cutting each other some 

slack. The Gospel reading gets to the heart of the issue: the people of the kingdom live the Jubilee in their relationships with 

one another – forgiveness of debts and sins flow in equal measure. 

 
 
 
  



Prayers of intercession 

Jesus’ parables inspire us to pray for those who forgive us, 

for big things and small… 

for those who do not forgive, no matter what… 

for those who do not know how to forgive… 

for those who do not want to forgive… 

for those who have not been forgiven. 

God of forgiveness, for them all, we pray. 

Amen. 

 
 

A sending out prayer 

Into a world of noise and confusion; 

into a world that bewilders and even bemuses us at times; 

into a world of delight and regret; 

into a world of hope and fear; 

into a world that is ever changing, 

we go with the message of an unchanging God 

who gave his all that we might live life to the best of our ability. 

God of all, go with us and within us, 

this and every day. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 


